Law  Enforcement  News 

Vol.  XXX,  No.  622  A publication  of  John  Jay  College  of  Criminal  Jiutice/CUNY  August  2004 


Getting  away 
with  murder 
in  Richmond 

The  loss  of  expcnenced  detectives, 
coupled  with  incicasingly  fdghtened  and 
reluctant  witnesses,  are  among  the 
factors  that  Richmond,  Va.,  of&cials  cite 
as  coothbuong  to  a homicide  rate  in 
which  nearly  two-thirds  of  killers  got 
away  with  their  crimes  from  2000 
through  2002. 

According  to  an  analysis  of  arrest 
and  court  records  by  The  Richmond 
Times-Dispatch  in  May,  police  arrested 
suspects  m 48  percent  of  224  murders 
occurring  in  2000,  2001  and  2002.  Sixty- 
eight  of  those  murders  resulted  in 
conviction,  or  just  30  percent  of  the 
total  for  diose  years  studied.  In  sur- 
rounding counties,  the  convicbon  rate 
was  more  chan  twice  as  high,  the 
newspaper  reported. 

In  2000,  Richmond  police  closed  32 
percent  of  homicides,  as  compared  with 
a nabonwide  average  of  63  percent.  The 
agency  did  better  the  following  year, 
closing  59  percent  of  homicides, 
although  still  lagging  behind  the 
nabonal  average  of  62  percent  And  in 
2002,  the  figure  fell  to  just  29  percent, 
coo^red  to  a nadonat  average  of  64 
percent. 

Last  year,  however,  Richmond 
deteedves  closed  77  percent  of  their 
cases. 

But  that  same  year,  the  city  recorded 
its  highest  homicide  total,  with  94. 

There  were  arrests  in  44  cases,  with  one 
case  including  three  victims  in  a murder- 
suiade  incident.  Twelve  cases  ended  in 
conviedons  and  three  in  acquittals. 

Richmond  judges  and  juries  tended 
to  acquit  more  homicide  defendants 
than  did  their  counterparts  in  other 
cides  between  2000  and  2002.  While  10 
percent  were  acquitted  in  Richmond 
during  those  years,  only  2 percent  were 
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The  same,  only  different 

Reforms,  not  riots,  come  quickly  on 

the  heels  of  latest  videotaped  LAPD  beating 


Los  Angeles  police  supervisors  will 
thoroughly  invesngate  some  use-of-fotce 
incidents  that  the  department  had  previously 
ticatcd  as  routine,  and  will  move  decisively  to 
separate  officers  to  prevent  the  public 
perception  that  they  were  given  an  opportu- 
nity to  confer  and  get  then  stones  straight, 
under  a directive  issued  this  month  by  Chief 
William  Btatton. 

That  order,  and  another  one  that  wtU  end 
the  department's  use  of  heavy,  metal 
flashlights  in  favor  of  smaller,  rubber-coated 
ones,  came  in  response  to  the  bcanng  in  June 
of  36-yeac-old  Stanley  Miller,  an  unarmed 
black  suspect  who  was  hit  1 1 times  with  a 
flashlight  after  a chase  by  police. 

A television  helicopter  captured  footage 
of  the  incident,  which  began  with  officers 
chasing  a suspected  stolen  car.  Miller  was 
spotted  running  a stop  sign  m South  Los 
Angeles  and  found  to  be  driving  a car  that 
was  reported  stolen.  The  28-minutc  chase 
ended  with  a foot  pursuit  m Compton.  Miller 
appeared  to  be  surrendering  when  he  was 
forced  to  the  ground  and  struck  with  the 
flashlight,  according  to  what  appeared  on  the 
tape. 


Among  other  changes,  LAPD  cops  xvill  soon 
discontinue  the  use  of  their  two-pound  steel 
flashlights. 


Sources  said  that  Officer  John  J 1 latficld, 
who  administered  the  blows  after  two  other 
officers  were  on  top  of  Miller,  told  investiga- 
tors he  thought  the  suspect  had  a gun 
Bratton  has  confirmed  (hat  wue  cutters  were 
found,  although  Miller  denies  having  them 
While  the  case  has  been  compared  with 
the  Rodney  King  incident  in  1991,  there  was 
at  least  one  crucial  difference  — the  city  has 
remained  quiet  as  officials  sort  out  what 
happened  that  night. 

Bratton  has  met  with  the  Rev.  A1 
Sharpton,  the  black  acDvist  with  whom  he 
had  tangled  while  serving  as  New  York  City’s 
pobcc  commissioner. 

“Clearly,  many  of  us  around  the  country 
are  outraged  at  what  we  saw  in  the  video,” 
said  Sharpton.  "But  the  outrage  must  lead  to 
results  where  the  citizens  and  police  arc 
protected.” 


Bratton's  directive  applies  to  cases  in 
which  police  try  to  determine  whether  an 
incident  involved  a “catcgoncal''  me  of 
force,  which  involves  blows  to  the  head  or 
other  serious  in)ury,  or  "nun  caiegoncal," 
which  would  mean  a comparuiivcly  minor 
incident. 

*I1ic  four-page  guidcbnc  and  an  oral 
presentation  were  given  to  the  department’s 
88-mcmbcr  command  staff.  It  took  supervi 
sors  45  minutes  to  determine  the  level  of 
force  used  m the  Miller  case  During  that 
time,  the  eight  officers  involved  were  allowed 
to  stay  together 

Bratton  announced  the  reforms  lo  a 
committee  appointed  by  Mayor  James  I lahn 
to  oversee  the  department’s  investigation 
into  (he  healing  The  order  tixik  effect 
immediately 
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Is  the  ax  about  to  fall  on  upgrade 
to  FBI's  info-sharing  capability? 


With  the  proicct  already  years  behind 
schedule,  there  is  now  the  possibibt>’  that  a 
critical  component  of  a long-awaited 
computer  system  which  would  allow  FBI 
agents  to  share  informauon  easily  may  have 
to  be  abandoned  altogether,  according  to 
one  bureau  official- 

Thc  official,  who  spoke  with  The  New 
York  Times  on  condition  of  anonymity, 
questioned  why  agents  arc  being  trained  in 
the  use  of  a system  that  may  never  sec  the 
bght  of  day.  The  long  delays  could  cause  the 
bureau  to  re-evaluate  the  project,  he  said 


Approved  by  the  2000  Congress  as  a 
component  of  the  Trilogy  project,  the 
Vutual  Case  File  system  was  conceived  as  a 
part  of  a 36-month  plan  to  improve  the 
FBI’s  technology  systenis  and  software  It 
had  been  hoped  (hat  the  technology  would 
be  available  by  the  end  of  (he  year,  but 
officials  now  say  (hey  cannot  predict  when 
the  entire  system  would  be  operational. 

FBI  Director  Robert  S.  Mueller  III  lold  a 
Senate  panel  in  the  wake  of  the  Sept.  II, 
2001,  (crrorut  attacks  that  the  bureau’s 
computer  systems  were  so  out  of  date  that 


FCC  agrees  to  clear  the  airwaves 
to  make  more  room  for  public  safety 


After  years  of  complaints  about  radio 
interference  caused  by  Nextcl  Communica- 
tion Inc.’s  cellular  network,  pubbe  safety 
agenaes  are  finally  going  to  have  their  own 
blocks  of  airwaves  on  the  crowded  800- 
megahertz  band  used  by  both  enaoes,  under 
an  agreement  approved  in  July  by  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission. 

The  FCC  has  received  reports  about 
interference  to  pubbe  safety  communications 
systems  since  1999.  In  ciaes  such  as  Tigard. 
Ore.,  signals  from  ceU  phone  towers 
transmitting  on  the  800-megahertz  frequency 
created  dead  zones  — one  exists  just  a few 
blocks  from  the  Tigard’s  pobce  station.  A 
tower  in  Phoenix  owned  by  Ncxtel  interfered 
with  the  abibty  of  pobce  and  fire  radios  to 


transmit  or  receive  transnussions  for  nearly 
three-quarters  of  a mile  around  the  site. 

Under  the  plan  that  was  unarumously 
approved  by  the  commission,  Ncxtel  would 
receive  spectrum  nghts  valued  by  the  FCC  at 
$4.8  bilbon  m exchange  for  vacatmg  certain 
of  Its  800-mcgahertz  channels  and  ail  of  its 
700-megahcriz  channels  that  arc  currendy 
interlaced  with  those  used  by  first  respond- 
ers. 

The  company  will  be  required  by  the 
federal  government  to  establish  escrow 
accounts,  and  would  be  issued  a letter  of 
credit  in  the  amount  of  $2.5  bilbon  to  ensure 
adequate  funding  for  the  remning  of  pubbe 
safety  equipment  In  addition,  Ncxtel  will 
provide  another  4.5  megahertz  of  800- 


mcgahertz  band  spectrum  — the  equivalent 
of  90  additional  two-way  channels  available 
to  pubbe  safety  and  cntical  infrastructure 
The  spectrum  includes  10  channels  for 
mtert^rabibty 

Ncxtel’s  plan  was  proposed  in  2002  and 
has  the  support  of  the  Assocunon  of  Pubbe 
Safety  Communication  Officuls  (APCO) 
and  the  International  Association  of  Chiefs 
of  Pobce.  the  NaDonal  Sheriff's  Assocution 
and  other  pubbe  safety  and  Uw-enforcement 
groups. 

“I  think  you’ll  find  most  pubbe  safety 
agenaes  are  preti)’  happy  with  this,”  said  Al 
Sines,  former  head  of  the  Metropobtan 
Pobcc  Department's  radio  shop  and  now  a 
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agents  cuuld  not  search  for  terms  m 
combinations  like  "flight”  and  "sebool,”  but 
only  search  those  terms  out  scparalcly 
Staff  members  from  the  Sept  1 1 
commission  reported  that  the  technology 
consultant  lirought  in  by  former  director 
l/ouis  J Frecb  to  head  the  project  told  them 
that  given  the  enormity  of  the  task,  his  goal 
was  “to  merely  ‘get  the  car  out  of  the  ditch 
The  hurcau's  primary  information  sysicm, 
the  staff  members  said,  was  designed  using 
1980s  technology  and  was  ’‘already  obsolete” 
when  It  was  installed  in  1995  I'icld  agenis 
did  not  know  whal  agents  in  their  own 
office,  Icl  alone  at  other  sites,  were  working 
on,  according  to  a staff  report 

So  far,  roughly  $500  milbon  has  been 
pumped  into  the  four  year  project  'J  hc  FBI 
has  received  new  computers  and  access  lo  - 
email  and  the  Internet  for  agents  I lowcvcr,  a 
reported  released  in  May  by  the  National 
Research  Council  said  the  bureau  was  "not 
on  the  path  to  success  ” While  a subsequent 
report  said  improvement  had  iKcn  made, 
there  remained  “many  important  chal- 
lenges ." 

Hcrlx:rt  S.  Lin,  an  author  of  the  report, 
said  in  June  that  the  bureau’s  more  gradual 
approach  to  introduang  the  Virtual  Case  1‘ilc 
was  a preferable  way  to  upgrade  the  technol- 
ogy than  was  a "big-bang  approach”  which 
the  council  never  bebeved  was  the  way  to  go 
Nonetheless,  The  Tunes  reported,  the 
continued  delays  are  an  embarrassment  to 
Mueller,  who  has  made  upgrading  FBI 
technology  a centerpiece  of  hu  efforts  to 
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[Around  toe  Nation 


CONNECTICUT  — WiJton  Pobce  Sgt. 
Jamck  Oemp»ey  hat  been  sending  used 
bulletproof  vests  to  Connecticut  troops 
serving  m Iraq  to  bne  the  Ixittom  of  their 
liumvces  'I’hc  Irumbull  Pobce  Department 
donated  stacks  of  the  vests  that  arc  no 
longer  usalilc  as  did  the  Shelton  Pobce 
Department 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA  — lltc 
street  crimes  urut  of  the  capital's  Third 
Pobce  District,  made  up  of  15  officers,  has 
BO  far  seiacd  more  than  80  firearms  this  year, 
pushing  the  department’s  total  to  over  1,000. 
'I'hc  officers  typically  pull  over  drivers  for 
traffic  violations  bkc  tinted  windows  or 
improperly  displayed  bcensc  plates  but  as 
Officer  Chris  Petz  said,  "Ijttlc  things  lead  (n 
the  big  things."  If  the  current  pace  contin- 
ues, more  firearms  will  be  recovered  this  year 
than  in  any  year  since  2000 

MARY1.AND  — Pour  days  after  the  kiUing 
of  Baltimore  pobce  officer  Brun  Winder,  the 
second  suspect  in  the  shooting  shot  and 
lulled  himself  in  a motel  room  as  pobce  were 
closing  in  Winder  had  been  responding  to  a 
9]  1 call  from  a bquor  store  when  he 
approached  two  men  and  asked  fur  identifi- 
cation ( )nc  of  them  was  apparently  a 
suspect  he  had  arrested  earber  in  the  week 
‘Hie  suspect  began  finng  at  him  m the  store 
and  struck  him  three  times  One  of  the  men 
was  arrested  at  the  scene  and  charged  with 
first  degree  murder. 

MASSACHUSETTS  — A confusing 
situation  in  July  left  the  town  of  Stoughton 
with  two  pobce  chiefs.  Manuel  Cachopa, 
whose  personal  contract  with  the  town 
expired  at  midmghi  on  July  1,  said  his  utuon 
contract  allowed  him  to  keep  the  job, 
although  David  Chamberbn,  a veteran 
beutenant.  was  ready  to  take  over  as  acting 
chief  1'hc  mishap  was  a result  of  a battle 
between  the  town  selectmen  and  Cachopa, 
which  now  heads  for  arbitration  Supporters 
of  Cachopa  say  that  the  matter  is  a vendetta 
by  one  of  the  selectman  who  owns  a grocery 
store  where  a minor  was  caught  buying 
bquor.  Chamberbn,  who  was  due  to  retire  in 
18  days,  said  it  was  not  unusual  for  him  to  fill 
in  when  the  chief  is  out. 

NEW  JERSEY  — A state  supenor  court 
|udgc  has  ruled  against  u Tcaneck  township 
fueGghter  who  tned  to  rescind  pobce 
promotions  nude  last  year,  and  dismissed  his 
claim  that  the  promotions  were  pobncally 
monvated,  Firefighter  Bill  Brennan  said  that 
the  promotions  were  not  vabd  because  the 
township  had  not  bsted  the  positions  in  an 
organizational  chart.  The  judge  ruled  that 
Brennan  has  essenually  become  a self- 
appointed  rosnng  commission  to  root  out 
mumcipal  wrongs,  and  did  not  have  standing 
to  file  suit  in  this  case. 

NEW  YORK  — New  York  City  Pobce 
Officer  Suzanne  Biscardi.  34,  was  arrested 
and  suspended  without  pay  in  June  after 
being  charged  with  stalking  her  ex-girlfiiend 
Her  ex-lover  said  that  Biscardi  followed  her 
on  several  occasions  after  they  broke  up  and 
sat  outside  her  Long  Island  home  and 
workplace. 


The  state  Court  of  Appeals  has  ordered  the 
aty  of  Schenectady  to  turn  over  informanon 
about  officers'  use  of  force  toward  civilians 
— information  that  the  New  York  Civil 
ijlierues  Union  has  been  seeking  for  more 
than  four  years.  Two  lower  courts  had 
upheld  the  town’s  decision  not  to  turn  over 
the  data,  Inscd  on  an  intra  agency  records 
exemption  under  the  Freedom  of  Informa- 
tion Ijiw  However,  Chief  JudgeJudith  Kaye 
opined  that  a supreme  court  justice  should 
see  the  information  first  to  remove  anything 
that  vioUtes  anyone’s  cunfidentiabty. 

'I'hc  I,egislature  has  approved  a bill  that 
would  requue  many  more  people  to  submit 
genetic  samples  to  the  state’s  DNA  database. 
Samples  will  now  be  required  from  pimps, 
eavesdroppers,  bail  jumpers  and  people 
convicted  of  dozens  of  other  crimes. 

PENNSYLVANIA  — Ene’s  Sigsbec 
Reservoir  was  shut  down  for  several  hours  in 
May  so  that  a bomb  squad  and  hazardous 
matenals  crews  could  x-ray  and  test  a 
suspicious  bag  spotted  by  a Water  Works 
employee.  Pobce  eventually  tracked  down  the 
man  who  left  the  bag,  which  turned  out  to 
contain  a pair  of  soiled  underwear.  The  18- 
year-old  offender  said  that  he  got  sick  and 
soiled  his  underwear  I le  changed  at  a 
friend’s  house  and  then  climbed  over  two 
barlKd  wire  fences  to  dump  the  black  bag  A 
judge  gave  him  a 90-day  suspended  sentence 
for  trespassing  and  ordered  him  to  pay 
$5,000  in  restitution 

RHODE  ISLAND  — Woonsocket  Pobce 
Officer  Maureen  Andreom  was  arrested  July 
5 on  a charge  of  domestic  assault  after  her 
boyfnend  called  the  pobce.  She  was  placed 
on  modified  work  assignment  and  will  not  be 
allowed  to  carry  a firearm  while  off  duty 
until  the  charge  is  resolved. 


ALABAMA  — Tlie  nfle  that  authonties 
bebeve  was  used  in  the  June  17  sUyings  of 
Birmingham  officers  Harley  Chisholm  III, 
Carlos  Owen  and  Robert  ‘‘Bob’’  Bennett, 
would  be  illegal  under  the  proposed  10-year 
extension  of  the  assault  weapon  ban  that  is 
currently  bogged  down  in  Congress.  The 
SKS  rifle,  whose  rounds  can  go  through 
protective  vests,  is  said  by  gun  control 
advocates  to  be  the  semiautomatic  weapon 
most  often  used  against  pobce  officers 

FLORIDA  — A new  law  prohibiting  the 
creation  or  maintenance  of  certain  firearm 
records,  which  took  effect  on  July  12,  has  law 
enforcement  officuls  across  the  state 
scratching  their  heads.  'I*hey  say  the  law. 
championed  by  the  National  Rife  Assocu- 
Qon,  IS  too  broad  and  confusing  The  new 
statute  says  that  a registry  can  become  a tool 
for  "profiling,  harassing,  or  abusing  law- 
abiding  citizens  based  on  their  choice  to  own 
a firearm,"  but  the  law  docs  not  define  what 
1$  meant  by  a registry  or  b$t,  and  law 
enforcement  officials  ate  confused  over  w'hat 
to  do  with  paper  documents. 

St.  Petersburg  pobce  arc  seeking  more 
firepower  in  the  form  of  second  handguns 
to  hide  on  their  persons,  just  weeks  after 


getting  approval  to  carry  assault  nflet  in  their 
patrol  vehicles  Some  officials  worry  that 
backup  weapons  can  be  used  to  plant  on 
suspects  or  may  get  lost  dunng  scuffles. 

On  July  1,  the  state  turned  off  the  electronic 
shackles  used  to  monitor  juvenile  offenders 
confined  under  house  arrest.  Gov.  Jeb  Bush 
said  that  the  state  can  not  afford  the  $2.2 
rmlbon  annual  cost  of  the  system,  which  was 
used  on  teens  charged  with  less  senous 
property  crimes  than  those  sentenced  to 
detention  centers. 

GEORGIA  — In  Atlanta,  several  thefts  of 
automated  teller  machines  have  occurred  m 
which  the  perpetrator  hot-wued  construc- 
tion vehicles  such  as  forkbfts  or  bulldozers 
and  drove  to  nearby  banks,  where  they 
yanked  the  cash  machines  from  their  bases. 
The  vehicles  were  found  days  later,  with  the 
ATMs  inside,  cither  abandoned  or  “burned 
to  a crisp."  Suwanee  pobce  Capt.  Clyde  Byers 
bebeves  the  "ram  raids,"  as  they  ate  called  in 
banking  circles,  arc  the  work  of  a constiuc- 
Qon  worker,  who  has  used  his  machinery 
skills  to  earn  some  easy  money. 

LOUISIANA  — An  off-duty  New  Orleans 
pobce  officer  killed  her  estranged  husband 
with  her  service  pistol  on  July  2 when  he 
forced  his  way  into  her  home  and  attacked 
her.  The  officer,  who  has  not  been  identified, 
was  home  with  theu  three  children,  when  her 
husband  arnved  and  tore  off  the  home’s 
screen  door.  She  caUed  pobce  and  the  man 
forced  his  way  in  and  began  choking  her.  She 
got  away  from  him  and  shot  him  twice.  The 
officer  has  been  reassigned  to  administrative 
duties  pending  an  investigation. 

TENNESSEE  — State  trooper  Angela 
Crawford  is  on  administrative  leave  with  pay 
after  shooting  her  brother  in  the  leg  during 
an  argument  over  borrowed  butter.  As  the 
dispute  with  her  brother,  Jaison  K.  Bilbrew, 

19,  escalated  from  an  argument  to  a shoving 
match.  Crawford  said  she  went  to  her 
bedroom  to  get  her  gun,  a Clock  semiauto- 
matic. Crawford  said  that  the  gun  went  off 
accidentally  when  the  two  wrestled.  Bilbrew 
told  investigarors  that  he  did  not  want  his 
sister  prosecuted  for  the  shooting. 

VIRGINIA  — Roanoke  Pobce  Chief  Joe 
Gaskins  has  started  a pobce  cadet  program 
as  a way  to  enhance  recruiting  efforts.  The 
cadets,  who  must  be  18  to  22  years  old,  can 
work  up  to  20  hours  a week  at  $10  an  hour. 
Once  cadets  reach  the  age  of  22,  Gaskins 
hopes  to  be  able  to  offer  them  full-time  jobs, 
provided  they  successfully  complete  the 
pobce  academy.  Cadets  will  be  involved  in  a 
vanety  of  nonenforcement  actmDes. 


ILLINOIS  — Chicago  pobce  made  27 
arrests  in  back-to-back  missions  June  15  and 
16  in  the  Calumet  Distnet.  as  part  of  a new 
imoatn’e  called  (7peraQon  "Ten-Tre.”  Street 
bngo  for  103rd,  Ten-Tre  targets  an  open-air 
drug  market  that  is  operated  by  members  of 
the  Gangster  Disciples  street  gang,  llie 
operation  came  in  response  to  numerous 
complaints  from  residents.  In  the  last  six 
months,  pobce  have  arrested  at  least  160 
known  dealers  and  dismanded  12  open-air 
drug  marketv 


INDIANA  — Anderson  will  be  scrapping 
Its  DARE  program  to  concentrate  on  a new 
program  that  will  target  at-risk  students.  The 
new  program  will  require  that  three  officers 
work  in  the  aty  elementary  schoob  and 
become  involved  in  all  facets  of  the  school, 
not  just  classroom  teaching,  in  an  effort  to 
build  strong  rebuonships  with  students. 

KENTUCKY  — Harding  County  Assisunt 
Commonwealth’s  Attorney  Robert  W 
Stevens  was  fired  after  being  caught  on 
videotape  having  sex  with  a defendant.  Enca 
L French,  who  had  pleaded  guilty  in  March 
to  drug  charges,  said  that  Stevens  told  her  he 
would  use  his  influence  to  have  her  charges 
dropped  if  she  had  sex  with  him. 

MICHIGAN  — • Michigan  State  Pobce  have 
reported  a huge  increase  in  drivers  arrested 
on  drug-related  charges,  and  State  Pobce  labs 
ate  expenencing  a backlog  since  a new  zero- 
tolerance  law  went  into  effect  that  charges 
dnvers  who  are  under  the  influence  of  illegal 
drugs.  While  pobce  still  must  have  probable 
cause  to  pull  over  a dnver,  the  law  lowers  the 
threshold  for  proving  a dnver  is  impaired. 

OHIO  — A grand  jury  has  indicted  Robert 
N.  Patton,  Jr.  on  charges  related  to  37  rapes 
after  DNA  evidence  linked  him  to  the 
crimes.  Patton  had  to  give  a DNA  sample 
when  he  was  released  from  the  Orient 
Correctional  InsQtuOon  in  2001  but  it  sat 
untested  for  close  to  three  years  because  of 
budget  problems.  The  string  of  rapes  began 
in  1987;  five  of  them  occurred  after  Patton 
gave  the  sample. 

Daniel  Reinker  of  Columbus  faces  20  counts 
of  voyeurism  after  allegedly  using  a cell 
phone  camera  to  take  pictures  beneath  the 
skirts  of  several  females.  Reinker  was 
apprehended  after  a woman  in  a grocery 
store  spotted  him  using  the  phone  to  take 
pictures  up  a 14-ycar-old  gul’s  dress.  Ranker 
IS  also  charged  with  tampering  with  evidence 
for  trying  to  erase  the  phone’s  memory  when 
he  was  arrested.  [See  also  LEN,  July  2004.] 

Thousands  of  dnvers  arc  awaiting  the 
deasion  of  Frankbn  County  Muniapal 
Court  judge  Michael  T.  Brandt,  who  has 
been  asked  to  forgive  tickets  and  cleat  the 
records  of  dnvers  whose  bcenses  were 
suspended  by  the  village  of  New  Rome.  The 
viUage,  where  pobce  would  often  suspend 
bcenses  for  infiactions  such  as  a missing 
tailbght,  and  where  municipal  offices  have  a 
history  of  theft,  no  longer  has  a pobce 
department  or  a mayor’s  court.  The  state 
wants  to  dissolve  the  village. 

WEST  VIRGINIA  —The  state  Supreme 
Court  ruled  unanimously  June  17  that  State 
Pobce  officials  acted  properly  when  they 
fired  trooper  Terry  G.  Montgomery,  who 
was  found  passed  out  drunk  in  his  pobce 
cruiser  behind  headquarters.  Montgomery 
had  argued  that  the  pobce  should  have 
reversed  his  discharge  since  he  was  cleared 
of  ail  cnimnal  charges.  Those  charges  were 
dropped  because  the  circuit  judge  found  that 
troopers  had  fiuled  to  read  Mon^omery  his 
nghts  before  conductmg  a sobnety  test. 

The  Mineral  County  Commission  announced 
that  it  will  provide  funds  to  buy  handguru 
for  Its  shenfl^’s  deputies.  Many  commission- 
ers said  that  they  only  learned  recently  that 
depuoes  had  to  purchase  their  own  weapons. 

WISCONSIN  — After  a six-year  hiarus,  the 
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Milwaukee  Pobce  Department’s  gang  unit 
has  reappeared,  conducting  a sweep  on  June 
14  that  nened  20  members  of  the  Spatush 
Cobras  gang.  So  far  this  year,  the  city’s  near 
south  side  has  wimessed  1 1 homiades, 
compared  with  12  in  all  of  2003.  The 
Spamsh  Cobras,  often  considered  the  cry's 
6rst  gang,  has  been  recruiting  heavily  in  the 
past  18  months. 


IOWA  — In  July,  a bw  took  effect  that 
made  it  illegal  to  buy  more  than  two 
packages  at  a time  of  medications  containing 
pseudoephednne,  a decongestant  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  methamphetanune.  In 
addition,  stores  must  keep  such  medicines 
behind  the  counter  or  within  visibibty  of  a 
store  clerk-  Iowa  ranked  eighth  in  the  nation 
bst  year  in  the  number  of  meth  bbs.  Iowa  is 
the  tenth  state  to  enact  such  iegisbaon.  (Sec 
LEN.july  2004] 

Court  ofBcials  say  there  has  been  a disturb- 
ing trend  in  an  increasing  number  of 
juverules  prosecuted  for  sexual  offenses. 
While  authoades  say  that  youths  arc  learning 
about  sex  at  a younger  age,  some  bebeve  that 
the  increase  may  be  due  m part  to  greater 
reporting  by  victims. 

MINNESOTA  — Based  on  prebminary 
statistics  from  300  law  enforcement  agencies 
in  the  state,  nearly  1 1,000  citations  were 
issued  to  drivers  who  were  not  wearing  seat 
belts  when  they  were  stopped  for  other 
trafdc  viobtions  during  the  “Safe  and  Sober” 
campaign  that  ran  Eom  May  24  through 
June  6. 

The  Minnesota  Gang  Strike  Force  will 
continue  operating  into  next  year,  after  Gov. 
Tim  Pawlenty  found  |6S0,000  in  the  state 
Department  of  Pubbe  Safety’s  budget.  The 
strike  force  had  faced  elimination  after  the 
Legislature  adjourned  in  July  without 
approving  its  budget. 

For  the  first  time  in  more  than  50  years,  the 
Minneapobs  Pobce  Department  has  de- 
ployed motorcycles  for  traffic  enforcement, 
after  1 1 gleaming  new  Harlcy-Davidson 
Electra  Gbde  Cbssics  were  leased  for  just  $1 
a bike.  Officers  will  be  trained  in  everythmg 
fiom  formaaon  nding  to  speafic  skills  like 
driving  on  a sidewalk.  The  department  will 
have  to  pay  a one-time  $25,000  instaUaoon 
and  equipment  fee. 

MISSOURI  — Gov.  Bob  Holden  has 
signed  a bill  that  will  allow  State  Highway 
Patrol  troopers  to  serve  on  school  boards. 
The  bw  carves  out  an  exception  to  a 1931 
rule  that  bars  them  fiom  holding  “any  other 
commission  or  office,  elective  or  appoinave, 
while  a member  of  the  patrol."  Ken  Sears. 
execuQve  director  of  the  Missouri  Troopers 
Association  said  that  his  organizaaon  will 
press  Its  efforts  to  remove  other  prohibitions 
on  troopers’  pobocal  activities. 

Columbia  Pobce  Officer  Steven  Rios,  who  is 
a “person  of  inicrest”  in  the  sbying  of 
University  of  Missoun  student  Jesse  James 
\’aIenoa,  has  admined  to  having  a homo- 
sexual rebnonship  with  the  viccun.  A witness 
said  that  \’alcnaa  had  told  Rios  he  was  going 


to  tell  the  pobce  chief  about  the  teboonship 
Rios  has  been  in  a state  mental  hospital  after 
making  two  suiade  threats. 

NORTH  DAKOTA  — The  University  of 
Mary,  a Bismarck-bascd  school,  is  bunching 
a bachelor’s  degree  in  management  with  a 
concentration  m criminal  jusDce  at  its  Grand 
Forks  and  Fargo  campuses.  An  advisory 
group  of  bw  enforcement  offiuals  and 
attorneys  worked  with  the  university  to 
develop  the  program.  Fargo  Pobce  Chief 
Chns  Magnus,  whose  department  requires  a 
two-year  degree  or  the  equivalent,  said  that 
the  department’s  long-term  goal  is  to  require 
a four-year  degree  for  new  officers 

Burleigh  County  Shenff  Steve  Berg  recently 
found  an  on-the-job  appbcaoon  for  his 
hobby  of  restoring  muscle  cars,  usmg  his 
own  time  and  expense  to  turn  the 
department’s  four  new  all-white  Ford  Crown 
Victonas  into  old-style  black  and  whites, 
with  large  yellow  “shenff"  decals  on  the 
sides.  The  state  gets  a discount  on  the  white 
Fords  and  many  agenaes  have  purchased 
them,  but  Burleigh  depunes  didn't  want  their 
vehicles  to  look  bke  other  departments'  cars. 

Law  enforcement  agencies  from  across  the 
state  will  be  poobng  resources  to  create  a 
centrabzed  Criminal  Jusuce  Informauon 
System.  Agencies  will  be  able  to  access 
information  fiom  the  adult  and  juvenile 
court  systems,  the  attorney  general’s  office, 
the  state  bureau  of  cnnunal  invcsQgation, 
and  pobce  and  shenff 's  departments  from 
across  the  state.  Federal  grants  will  cover  the 
$8  milbon  pnee  tag,  while  member  agencies 
will  be  charged  a fee  to  cover  the  $1  5 
miUion  m operating  expenses. 


COLORADO  — The  Durango  City 
Council  has  unanimously  agreed  to  support 
the  pobce  department's  current  practice  of 
not  idenufying  illegal  immigrants  or  turning 
them  over  to  the  federal  government  unless 
they  commit  crimes.  Supporters  of  the 
resolution  say  it  wiU  encourage  immigrants 
to  call  pobce  or  use  government  services  if 
they  do  not  have  to  fear  deportanon. 

Robert  Edward  Haeger  of  Walsenburg,  a 
bwyer  and  part-time  county  judge,  is  suing 
the  FBI  for  improperly  releasing  his  name  as 
an  informant  in  a drug  investiganon  of 
another  judge  The  FBI  maintains  that  it  only 
gave  Haeger's  name  to  the  state  supreme 
court's  office  of  attorney  regubuon,  from 
which  Denver  bwyer  Wtlbam  Danks 
obtained  it  and  dissemiruted  it  to  other 
people  Haeger  said  that  his  income  has 
plummeted  since  being  idenofied 

Thornton  Muniapaljudge  Charles  J Rose 
testified  on  June  21  that  he  was  forced  to 
have  a SWAT  team  protect  his  home  after  he 
received  a threatening  letter  from  a gun- 
nghts  acovist.  The  letter,  or  “notice  of 
order,”  which  threatened  to  have  Rose 
arrested  for  treason,  was  wntten  by  Rick  E. 
Stanley,  according  to  Adams  County 
prosecutors.  Rose  had  convicted  Stanley  for 
illegal  possession  of  a firearm  and  sentenced 


him  90  days  in  jail  Rose’s  testimony  came  in 
a prosecution  of  Stanley  on  felony  charges 
of  attempting  to  influence  a pubbe  servant 

NEW  MEXICO  — According  to  a pobce 
audit,  the  .Mbuquerque  Pobce  Department  is 
not  properly  documenting  oflicers'  use  of 
force  Deputy  Chief  Fowler  Johnston  told 
the  aty’s  Pobce  Oversight  Commission  that 
the  lapse  was  due  to  a lack  of  sergeants  who 
know  proper  documenting  procedure,  and 
said  that  the  department  has  since  promoted 
17  sergeants  to  supervisory  positions  to 
address  the  problem 

Santa  Fe  Pobce  Officer  Matthew  Martinez's 
mobile  home  was  destroyed  by  fire  on  July  6 
and  pobce  suspect  arson.  Santa  F'e  County 
Shenff  Greg  Sobno  said  that  it  was  not 
known  whether  it  was  targeted  because 
Martinez  is  a pobceman  but  last  month  the 
home  was  vandalized  and  several  curse 
words  as  well  as  the  word  “pigs”  was  painted 
on  the  trailer.  The  fire,  which  occurred  while 
Martinez  was  on  duty,  left  him  with  nothing 
but  the  uniform  on  his  back. 

TEXAS  — Seven  DaUas  pobce  officers  have 
filed  a lawsuit  seeking  $I  milbon  each  based 
on  their  claim  that  they  were  discriminated 
against  in  the  cbscipbnary  process  and  denied 
promotions  because  they  arc  white  or  do  not 
speak  Spanish.  I-cadcrs  of  vanous  minonty 
associauons  called  the  claims  absurd 

Officials  say  that  the  $1  5 milbon  from  the 
federal  government  to  reimburse  South 
Texas  counties  for  jatbng  undocumented 
immigrants  is  not  nearly  enough,  and  that 
the  Bush  administration’s  plans  to  ebminatc 
the  funding  program  would  be  disastrous  for 
the  border  counties,  'llie  counties  are 
reimbursed  for  housing  arrested  immigrants 
when  federal  immigration  pnsons  fill  up,  but 
President  Bush  has  called  the  program  a 
failure  US.  Representative  Silvcstre  Reyes 
(D.-BI  Paso),  said  it  was  ironic  that  Bush, 
who  wanted  to  increase  such  funding  when 
he  was  the  Texas  governor,  now  wants  to  get 
nd  of  the  program. 


ALASKA  — The  federal  government  will 
provide  grants  totaling  roughly  S650.000  a 
year  for  the  next  three  years  to  help 
Anchorage's  Sexual  Assault  Response 
Team  better  investigate  sexual  assaults  and 
care  for  victims.  Officials  say  they  will  use 
the  money  for  such  things  as  additional 
police  and  testing  victims  for  date-rape 
drugs.  The  city’s  rape  rale  is  2.3  times  the 
national  average. 

CALIFORNIA  — The  Manteca  Police 
Department  is  looking  for  volunteers  to 
staffils  Citizens  Observing  and  Reporting 
Traffic  program.  The  program,  created  in 
1996,  calls  for  volunteers  to  check 
vehicles’  speeds  using  boaowed  radar 
guns,  but  has  so  far  not  generated  much 
community  interest. 

What  started  as  a routine  check  of  a motel 
registry  by  two  San  Diego  narcotics 


detectives.  Dan  Bilibcrry  and  Catherine 
Millet,  ended  in  the  recovery  of  about  $4 
million  in  stolen  jewelry  and  120  vials  of 
snake  venom,  and  the  arrest  of  two  people 
The  officers  went  down  the  list  of  names 
and  did  a routine  check  on  one  who  hud  a 
suspended  license  and  a drug  conviction. 
After  following  up.  they  found  the  stolen 
items,  along  with  counterfeit  money,  stolen 
checks,  drugs  and  burglary  tools.  Police 
said  they  did  not  know  the  origin  or 
purpose  of  the  venom. 

Los  Angeles  County  Sheriff  Lee  Baca  is 
asking  the  Board  of  Supervisors  to  allow 
sheriff's  deputies  to  question  foreign-bom 
jail  inmates  in  order  to  determine  their 
immigration  status.  Currently,  two  federal 
agents  from  Immigration  and  Customs 
Fnforcement  do  the  interviewing  but 
because  of  the  large  numbers,  they  are 
only  able  to  cover  about  12  percent  of  the 
immigrant  inmates.  Deputies  would  be 
able  to  cover  about  half  of  the  jail's 
foreign-born  population. 

Agents  of  the  federal  Bureau  of  Alcohol. 
Tobacco,  Firearms  and  Explosives  arrested 
Michael  Alexander  Allan,  46,  on 
explosivcs-rciatcd  charges  after  stopping 
him  with  a van-loud  of  bomb-making 
materials.  1'hc  materials,  which  included 
C4  and  detonation  cord,  hud  been  stolen 
from  a magazine  at  the  Crystal  Springs 
reservoir  in  Sun  Mateo  County. 

OREGON  — Dannie  Eaves,  un  employee 
at  Joseph  Bronze  in  Joseph,  was  pulled 
over  by  a convoy  of  patrol  cars  when  the 
sculpture  and  busts  he  was  carrying  in  his 
truck  cab  were  mistaken  for  bodies  Eaves 
said  that  when  he  explained  to  police  what 
they  were,  “We  all  had  a good  laugh.  I bet 
they  were  really  relieved." 

The  Klamath  County  district  attorney  has 
asked  the  state  to  change  a policy  so  that 
child  welfare  offices  can  access  state  and 
national  databases  to  conduct  criminal 
background  checks  as  part  of  their  risk 
assessments.  The  move  was  prompted  by 
the  death  of  4-year-old  Cassandra  Hodges, 
who  advocates  say  would  be  alive  today  if 
child  welfare  workers  had  known  that  her 
mother's  boyfriend  had  a I990 
manslaughter  conviction. 

Dundee  Police  Chief  Dan  Hess  has  been 
fired  after  several  months  of  controversy 
that  started  when  he  laid  off  three  part- 
time  officers  who  were  working  at  no 
charge.  He  also  cited  a City  Council 
member  for  failing  to  obey  a police  order 
at  a crime  scene.  The  Newberg  Police 
Department  also  complained  about  him, 
saying  he  made  a racist  comment  about  a 
Pakistani  gas  station  owner. 

WASHINGTON  — The  Tacoma  City 
Council  has  approved  the  purchase  of  two 
computer  workstations  from  NEC 
Solutions  to  help  police  search  regional 
and  national  databases  for  fingerprint 
matches.  The  police  department  currently 
uses  a system  by  Sagem  Morpho,  which 
only  covers  Pierce  County. 

On  July  I . Seattle  police  roiled  out  a new 
Crime  Scenes  Investigation  Unit,  which 
will  take  over  forensic  investigations  that 
previously  were  handled  by  detectives  in 
individual  units.  The  unit  is  a six-month 
pilot  program  with  a budget  of  $100,000. 
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Reluctant 

goodbye 

Cabfonua  Highway  Pairol  Commissioner 
Dwtghr  “Spike”  Hcimick  was  m rears  as 
he  announced  his  departure  from  the  agency 
in  June,  just  three  months  shy  of  mandatory 
retirement  age 

I Iclnuck.  59,  led  the  agency  for  nine  years, 
the  longest  tenure  of  any  commissioner  in 
the  past  five  decades  He  was  appointed  in 
1995  by  then-Gov.  Pete  Wilson  and 
rcappomicd  by  Wilson's  successor,  Gray 
Davis 

'it’s  lough  It's  very,  very  tough,"  said  a 
tearful  1 lelmick,  who  had  been  asked  at  a 
news  conference  alxjut  his  retirement  after 
35  years. 

Under  stale  law,  Hclmick  was  required  to 
step  down  by  age  60  Although  he  said  he 


Dwighi  “Spike”  Hclmick 
y*l  ttatjul  dtpartun 


wanted  to  remain  in  the  position,  Hclnuck 
deferred  to  Sunne  Wright  MePeak, 
secretary  of  the  Business,  Transportation 
and  Housing  Agency,  which  oversees  the 
Highway  Patrol 

“We  have  a mandatory  retirement  and  we 
need  to  prepare  for  it,"  said  MePeak,  who 
declined  to  say  whether  Hclmick  was  forced 
out  by  the  new  administration.  “We  want  to 
go  through  an  orderly  transition,"  she  told 
The  Associated  Press. 

Columnists  for  iiie  San  Francisco 
Chronicle.  Phillip  Matier  and  Andrew 
Ross,  contend  that  lielmick  ran  afoul  of 
Gov  Arnold  Schwarzenegger’s  administra- 
tion by  dropping  his  Republican  l^rty 
affiliation  and  Usung  himself  as  an  indepen- 
dent after  Davis's  clecUun,  and  endorsing 
Davis’s  idea  of  using  CHIP  officers  as  sky 
marshals  on  commercial  interstate  flights 

Hclmick  defended  his  relationship  with 
Davis.  "1  was  very  loyal  to  everyone  I worked 
for  and  I will  not  apologue,”  he  told  The 
Chronicle. 

Most  recently,  Hclnuck  has  liccn  accused 
of  trying  to  derail  the  chances  of  a top 
contender  for  his  post.  Assistant  Chief  Art 
Acevedo,  by  disclosing  the  derails  of  a 
sexual  harassment  mi'csngaaon  involving 
him. 

In  a lencf  sent  to  the  CHP’s  general 
counsel  in  July,  Acevedo’s  attorney  de- 
manded that  Helmick  stop  -disscminatmg 
defamatory  informaoon  which  was  obtained 
during  a confidential”  agency  probe 


Acevedo  u the  subject  of  a J5  million 
civil  claim  alleging  that  he  kept  sexually 
cxpl'cit  Polaroid  photos  of  a fellow  officer 
with  whom  he  had  had  an  affair  in  his  state- 
issued  car,  and  showed  them  tp  other  high- 
ranking  officers  while  on  duty. 

I Icimick  joined  the  agency  m 1969  with 
his  brother,  John  Hu  brother  was  killed  in  a 
patrol  car  crash  in  1989 

WhJe  praised  for  his  handling  of  the 
increased  patrol  duties  CHP  took  on  after 
the  terrorist  attacks  of  2001,  Hclmick  has 
also  faced  some  criticism  for  giving  officers  a 
uniform  allowance  despite  the  state’s  budget 
problems.  Hclmick  also  arranged  for  a 
handful  of  officers  to  serve  past  their 
mandatory  retirement  age  so  they  could 
quabfy  for  higher  pensions 

Schwarzenegger  recently  agreed  to  hire  as 
many  as  270  new  CHP  officers  after 
I Iclmick  complained  that  it  was  operating 
with  90  fewer  than  if  did  before  the  attacks. 

Hoover 
cleans  up 

i'hc  private  sector  has  claimed  Reno, 
Nev.,  Police  Chief  Jerry  Hoover,  who  left 
law  enforcement  in  June  after  36  years  to 
take  a senior  position  with  an  internauonal 
consulting  firm. 

floovcr  led  the  Reno  agency  for  seven 
years.  Before  that,  he  served  as  chief  of  the 
St.  Joseph.  Mo.,  Police  Department  for  three 
years.  ‘The  average  police  chief  lasts  30 
months.  I’ve  lasted  120  months,”  Hoover 
told  The  Associated  Press. 

Hu  career  began  m 1968  as  a patrol 
officer  in  San  Diego  after  a tour  in  Vietnam, 
I loovcr  spent  1 1 years  with  the  department 
before  moving  on  to  Boulder,  where  he 
stayed  another  15  years.  During  that  time,  he 
earned  a master’s  degree  in  pubhe  adminis- 
tration from  Harvard  University.  In  1994  he 
was  appointed  chief  in  St.  Joseph,  and  then 
left  in  1997  for  Reno 

Hoover  has  “accomplished  a great  deal 


Jerry  Hoover 
Pniw/e 


and  been  a tremendous  asset  to  the  police 
department  and  the  aty  of  Reno,"  said  City- 
Manager  Charles  McNeely. 

,-Vmong  the  changes  he  nude  was  the 
creation  of  the  Street  F-nforcement  Team,  a 
proacm-e  urut  that  augmented  patrol  officers 
in  cracking  down  on  piosotution,  graffiti, 
downtown  drug  problems  and  nver  enforce- 


ment usucs  A diversity  training  and  hinng 
pokey  boosted  the  number  of  women  hired 
since  1997  by  27  percent,  and  of  A&ican 
Amencans  by  33  percent.  And  a muln- 
junsdicoonal  gang  task  force  has  helped  to 
dnve  down  gang  activity  in  the  face  of  nsing 
gang  membership. 

Since  hu  appointment,  the  total  cost  of 
police  claims  involving  civil  nghts  violations 
have  dropped  from  $420,785  to  zero,  and  the 
total  cost  of  claims  involving  the  department 
from  $458,189  to  $1 1,151  in  seven  years. 

For  Hoover,  though,  one  of  the  high 
points  came  with  the  creation  of  the  Reno 
Model  PTf)  training  program.  The  program, 
which  he  touted  as  the  first  innovation  in 
police  training  since  1968,  gives  trainees  a 
grounding  in  community-oriented  policing, 
focusing  on  problem-solving  and  other 
tenets  of  the  C-OP  philosophy. 

Deputy  Chief  Jim  Weston,  a 31-year 
veteran,  will  head  the  department  on  an 
interim  basis  while  a national  search  is 
conducted.  Weston  previously  served  as 
chief  in  1995,  but  left  the  post  in  1996  after 
the  aty  failed  to  meet  his  job  security  and 
financul  requirements. 

Straight 
to  the  top 

After  two  months  as  Minnesota’s  acting 
commissioner  of  public  safety,  Michael 
Campion  was  given  the  job  permanendy  in 
June, 

Campion,  56,  is  a former  narcotics  agent 
with  32  years  of  service  at  the  state  Bureau 
of  Criminal  Apprehension.  Prior  to  becom- 
ing commissioner,  Campion  served  as  BCA’s 
superintendent  — the  first  agent  to  nse  to 
the  bureau’s  top  rank. 

“We  did  a very  extensive  search  and  the 
clear  consensus  indication  of  the  law 
enforcement  community  in  Minnesota  was 
that  we  weren't  going  to  find  anyone  better,” 
said  Gov.  Tim  Pawlenty.  “He  has  an 
outstanding  reputacon.” 

Campion  was  named  acting  commissioner 
after  the  resignation  on  April  1 6 of  Rich 
Staock  amid  a furor  over  his 
acknowledgement  in  a 1992  dcposiQon  that 
he  had  used  racial  slurs. 

The  Department  of  Public  Safety  has  an 
annual  budget  of  $585  million  and  1,941 
employees,  including  the  State  Patrol,  BCA, 
driver’s  license  examiners  and  homeland- 
security  and  emergency-management  staff. 
Campion  will  earn  an  annual  salary  of 
$114,288 

In  addiQon  to  delivering  “gold  standard” 
service  to  the  local  authormes  who  work 
closely  with  his  agency.  Campion  said  he 
would  focus  on  moving  toward  zero  highway 
deaths.  More  than  600  people  die  annually 
on  Minnesota’s  roads  each  year. 

Ready, 
aim,  fired 

After  an  aght-month  suspension  for 
publicly  complaining  about  underfunding 
and  undcrstafHng  at  her  agency,  US  Park 
Pobcc  Chief  Teresa  Chambers  has  been 
fired. 

Chambers  vi-as  suspended  and  put  under  a 
gag  order  on  Dec.  5 after  telling  \*anous 
news  media  that  the  Park  Pobce  had  a $12 


milbon  budget  shorten  and  would  need  $8 
milbon  for  the  upcoming  fiscal  year.  She  had 
been  forced  to  cur  back  on  patrols,  Cham- 
bers said,  because  the  Park  Pobcc  arc 
requued  to  guard  naaonal  monuments. 

Two  weeks  after  those  statements,  the 
National  Park  Service  charged  Chambers 
with  breaking  federal  rules  against  pubbe 
disclosure  of  budget  discussions  and 
lobbying.  Chambers  was  dismissed  in  July 
after  a review  of  her  case  by  deputy  assistant 
Interior  secretary  Paul  Hoffman 

'There’s  been  a lot  of  talk  from  Chief 
Chambers  about  the  Park  Pobce  budget,” 
said  Tina  Kreisher,  an  Interior  Department 
spokeswoman.  ‘Td  like  to  report  that  the 
Park  Pobce  opera  ring  budget  has  increased 
by  39  percent  since  the  Bush  administration 
took  office.” 

With  her  appointment  as  chief  of  the 
Park  Pobce  in  2002,  Chambers  became  the 
fiat  woman  to  lead  the  680-member  force. 
Prior  to  that,  she  served  as  chief  of  the 
Durham,  N.C.,  pobce,  and  spent  21  years  as 
an  officer  in  Prince  George’s  County,  Md. 

Last  year,  Chambers  was  in  charge  of 
negotiating  with  'Tractor  Man,”  a North 
Carolina  tobacco  farmer  named  Dwight 
Watson  who  drove  his  tractor  into  a pond 
on  the  MaU  as  a protest  and  claimed  to  have 
bombs.  Although  Watson  surrendered 
pcaceftiUy  and  no  explosives  were  found,  a 
47-hour  srandoff  ensued  that  disrupted  four 
rush  hours. 

Chambers  has  appealed  her  terminaaon 
to  the  federal  Meat  Systems  Protection 
Board,  a quasi-judicial  body,  which  has  yet  to 
issue  a ruling. 

Lobbying 
for  more 

New  Montana  Highway  Patrol  Chief 
Paul  Grimstad  says  that  addiaonal  hiring 
and  higher  pay  for  officers  will  be  at  the  top 
of  his  administration’s  agenda. 

The  46-year  Gnmstad  is  the  third  person 
to  lead  the  patrol  in  the  past  four  years. 

‘Taul’s  education  and  experience  make 
him  the  right  person  to  lead  the  patrol  at  this 
time,”  said  Attorney  General  Mike 
McGrath.  ‘The  patrol  will  face  some 
significant  challenges  in  the  next  few  years, 
including  changing  technology  and  the  need 
for  an  expanded  officer  corps.” 

Grimstad,  who  holds  a bachelor’s  degree 
m education  from  the  University  of  Mon- 
tana, graduated  from  the  Highway  Patrol 
Academy  in  1981  and  joined  the  agency  two 
years  later.  He  served  in  Missoula  for  18 
years  before  being  named  administrative 
captain  in  Helena. 

In  an  interview  with  The  Great  Falls 
Tribune,  Gnmstad  said  the  only  way  to  stop 
the  flow  of  officers  from  the  patrol  to  city 
and  county  agenaes  ts  to  make  wages  more 
competitive. 

“All  down  through  the  ranks,  we’re  not 
compeQtive  with  local  agenaes,”  added 
McGrath,  who  told  The  Montana  Standard 
that  Grimstad  will  lobby  for  the  patrol 
during  the  2005  Legislature. 

Grimstad  replaced  Col.  Randall  Yeager, 
longtime  pilot  for  the  patrol’s  “bear-in-the- 
air”  cra^c  enforcement  program.  Yeager 
served  as  chief  for  just  four  months  before 
rearing  for  a career  in  avuaon. 

Hts  predecessor.  Shawn  DriscoU,  lefr  to 
take  a secuntr  job  Vk-ith  an  Arizona  trucking 
company. 
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Small-town  thinking: 


Portland  follows  others'  lead  on  shootings 


While  It  IS  generally  the  snuUci  agcnaes 
that  look  to  the  larger  to  set  trends  and 
examples,  in  Oregon  it  was  the  Portland 
Police  Bureau  that  turned  out  to  be  a step 
behind  the  many  who  already  document  all 
instances  m which  their  ofBcers  point  their 
weapons. 

A new  rule  requiring  the  state's  largest 
police  force  to  do  the  same  took  effect  on 
July  1 . The  policy  makes  good  on  a recom- 
mendation last  year  by  an  outside  consultant 
who  examined  more  than  three  years  of 
Portland  police  shootings.  The  policy  change 
gained  further  impetus  earlier  this  year  with 
the  shooting  death  of  an  unarmed  black 
motonst. 

James  Jahar  Perez,  28,  was  shot  through 
the  heart  on  Match  28  after  being  pulled 
over  for  failing  to  properly  use  a turn  signal. 
Officers  said  they  feared  the  victim  was 
reachmg  for  a weapon.  Perez  was  buckled 
into  the  dnver’s  seat  of  his  vehicle  when  he 
was  killed. 

An  ex-convict  who  has  served  dme  for 
drugs  and  burglary  offenses  as  well  as  for 
assault  on  a police  officer.  Perez  was  found 
to  have  high  levels  of  cocaine  in  his  system. 
An  autopsy  also  found  bags  of  what 
appeared  to  be  the  drug  in  his  mouth  and 
pants  pockets. 

A grand  jury  found  no  basis  for  indicting 
the  officers,  but  a public  inquiry  was  held 
following  the  grand  jury  proceedings.  The 
addmonal  scrutiny  was  justified,  said 
Multnomah  County  District  Attorney 
Michael  Schrunk,  by  the  death  in  2003  of 


Drivers  can  be  reasonably  sure  that  a 
camera  installed  on  a lamppost  is  )ust  what  it 
looks  like  — a device  aimed  at  catching 
speeders.  But  can  they  really  be  so  sure  about 
that  innocent-looking  golfer,  or  the  homeless 
person  on  the  median? 

In  recent  years,  police  agencies  have  taken 
to  disguising  their  officers  in  an  effort  to 
enforce  speeding  laws.  For  example,  the 
Pennsylvatua  State  Police  in  June  gave  out  27 
speeding  ackets  when  it  dressed  some 
officers  in  camouflage  and  deployed  them  to 
wooded  areas  along  state  highways,  accord- 
ing to  the  state  Department  of  Transporta- 
tion. 

Another  agency,  the  Wilmington,  N.C., 
Police  Department,  has  taken  to  dressing  its 
officers  as  golfers  looking  for  their  ball  on 
the  edge  of  a golf  course,  or  as  construcoon 
workers  fixing  street  lights.  When  using 
disguises,  agency  officials  told  The  Wall 
Street  Journal,  the  number  of  tickets  issued 
)umps  ftom  34  in  a day  to  60. 

Earlier  this  year,  the  pobce  in  Avon, 
Conn.,  took  a more  straightforward  ap- 
proach, teaming  up  with  neighboring 
agenacs  to  target  traffic  violators.  Instead  of 
the  five  or  six  on-duty  officers  who  handle 
all  police  matters,  it  was  able  to  borrow 
officers  to  do  nothing  but  issue  tickets.  The 
result  was  a leap  ftom  10  tickets  on  a typical 
day  to  as  many  as  50  or  60,  said  Avon  Police 
Chief  Peter  Agnesi. 

Ticketing  campaigns  have  also  been 
launched  in  Utah,  New  Mexico  and  Oregon. 

Moionsts  and  organizanoos  that  repre- 
sent them  have  long  cotrqilained  that  traffic 
regulation  vigilance  is  more  revenue-tlnven 


Kendra  James. 

James,  a black  woman,  was  also  unarmed 
when  she  was  shot  by  police  during  a traffic 
stop.  No  cnmmal  indictment  was  brought 
against  the  officer,  who  said  he  feared  for  his 
life  when  James  started  to  pull  away  with  him 
stuck  halfway  in  the  car. 

The  James  case  led  to  the  resignation  of 
former  chief  Mark  Kroeker.  Before  his 
departure,  however.  Kroeker  set  up  at  least 
one  of  the  communit)’  groups  whose  input 
led  to  the  Creadon  of  the  department’s  new 
policy,  said  Assistant  Chief  Stanley  Grubbs, 
commander  of  the  PPB  operadons  branch, 
which  includes  patrol  and  traffic. 

Kroeker  formed  a committee  called  the 
Community  Poliang  Organizational  Review 
Team  (CPORT^.  It  was  one  of  the  groups, 
along  with  the  Albina  Ministcrul  Alliance, 
that  called  for  the  reporting  requirement, 
said  Grubbs. 

“We  were  aware  that  other  comparable 
aaes  and  actually  larger  aties,  such  as  Los 
Angeles,  had  been  using  a usc-of-force 
report  for  years,  some  for  decades,’*  he  said 
in  an  interview  with  Law  Enforcement 
News.  “We  did  a metro  area  (survey)  of 
those  agencies  around  us.  What  wc  found 
was  that  we  were  the  only  department, 
locally,  not  using  a separate,  usc-of-force 
report  to  obtain  and  collect  data  and 
information  on  those  times  when  an  officer 
would  use  physical  force  ” 

Among  the  smaller  agencies  in  the  area 
that  have  long  documented  the  pointing  of 
weapons  are  the  Hiibboro,  Tigard  and 


Beltronics*  latest  contribution  to  the 
speeding  enforcement  “arms  race.” 
than  safety-dnven,  bur  police  and  transporta- 
tion officiab  arc  quick  to  disagree.  As 
department  budgets  arc  cut  and  more  of 
what  is  left  diverted  to  homebnd  secunty 
iruoaoves,  the  traffic  enforcement  tactics 
help  them  curb  aggressive  dnving  and  make 
the  toads  safer. 

The  camera  remains  by  far  the  most 
popubr  tacQc,  however  In  the  past  year,  the 
number  of  aties  that  use  traffic  enforcement 
cameras  grew  from  70  to  roughly  100, 
according  to  the  two  companies  that  arc  (he 
primary  suppliers  of  the  devices.  Affiliated 
Computer  Services,  Inc.,  in  Dallas,  and 
Redflex  Traffic  Systems,  Inc.,  of  Scottsdale, 
Anz. 

According  to  Brian  Steele,  assistant 
commissioner  of  Chicago's  Department  of 
Transportation,  on  its  first  day  of  operation, 
one  of  the  10  cameras  the  city  installed  last 
November  cau^t  55  violators.  It  records  39 
a day  on  average,  he  told  The  Journal-  As  a 
result  of  the  new  devices,  Chicago  has  issued 


Smaller  Oregon  agencies 
inspire  a neiv  policy  of 
documenting  when  officers 
point  their  iveapons. 

Beaverton  police  forces.  The  Oregon  State 
Police  has  required  such  a report  smcc  1997 
Troopers  must  noafy  a supervisor  each  tunc 
they  point  a gun  at  someone  and  wnte  a 
report  cxplauung  the  circumstances 

Lieut.  Dale  Rudedge,  a state  pobce 
spokesman,  told  The  Associated  Press  that 
with  deadly  force  being  one  of  the  "more 
serious  things  we  do  .there  needs  to  be 
some  oversight." 

In  the  pobce  bureau's  defense,  however, 
Grubbs  noted  that  for  years,  the  Portland 
agency  has  required  a high  degree  of  wntten 
araculatencss  from  its  officers  Its  legal 
training,  he  said,  provides  officers  with  what 
they  need  to  mclude  in  a report  for  a 
successful  prosecuQon,  and  for  mitigating 
civil  babibty. 

Still,  a separate  document  is  needed,  he 
acknowledged. 

“When  wc  started  using  (he  'laser  and 
less-lethal  munitions,  we  had  cstabbshed  a 
report  speafically  for  those  deployments," 
said  Grubbs.  "But  when  wc  found  through 
research  that  departments  were  captunng 
not  only  that  informauon,  but  the  use  of  the 
baton,  etc.,  on  the  same  kind  of  report,  just 
one  clean  form,  1 would  have  to  say  it  was  a 


32,000  tickets,  Steele  said 

Still,  there  have  been  complaints.  Some 
dnvers  clauned  that  they  received  tickets  m 
the  mail  for  violations  that  occurred  when 
someone  else  was  dnving  their  vehicles 
Cabfornia,  one  of  the  earbest  states  to  install 
cameras,  took  care  of  that  usuc  by  having  its 
cameras  snap  photos  of  the  dnver  as  well  as 
the  bcense  plates.  Non-commercial  dnvers 
who  amass  four  points  within  a year  from 
viobaons  of  any  kind  get  their  beenses 
suspended. 

But  just  as  pobce  come  up  with  better 
ways  to  catch  speeders,  motorists  come  up 
with  ways  to  thwart  them. 

“Ir's  like  the  arms  race,"  said  Bill  Johnson, 
executive  director  of  the  Nauonal  Associa- 
tion of  Pobce  Organizations.  "First  pobce 
came  up  with  radar,  (hen  there  were  radar 
detectors.  Then  pobce  came  out  with  lasers, 
and  companies  came  up  with  laser  detec- 
tors." 

New  York  bwmakers  are  considering  a 
bill  that  would  outbw  (he  use  of  a spray  (hat 
obscures  bcense -pbte  numbers  when  viewed 
from  above  or  the  side  by  a camera.  Another 
sprays  makes  pbtes  illegible  by  rcHccting 
bght  back  at  the  camera. 

And  then  there  u the  radar-gun  detector. 
A sophuucated  new  bne  of  detectors  rolled 
out  carber  this  year  by  Beltronics  USA.  an 
Ohio-based  firm,  u able  to  identify  radar 
guns  using  "POP  mode”  technology  that  can 
measure  vehicle  speeds  in  a quick  short  burst 
without  triggering  most  radar  detectors. 
Radar  detectors  are  legal  in  passenger  cats  in 
most  sutes,  but  outbwed  in  Virginia  and 
Washington,  D.C. 


reckoning  VC'e  undentand  that  wc  need  to 
do  this," 

But  resistance  has  come  from  the 
department's  Une  officers,  said  Grubbs 
Union  leaders  are  opposed  to  the  idea,  which 
they  clauii  will  inhibit  officers  from  using 
deadly  force  when  necessary 

"Officers  pretty  routinely  find  themselves 
in  perilous  positions,"  Dct.  RolKrt  King, 
president  of  the  Portland  Pobce  Association, 
told  'Die  AP.  “Theu  response  is  predicated 
on  circumstances  created  by  (he  suspect.  It^ 
the  suspect  who  initiates  action,  and  the 
officer  who  responds  The  part  that  is 
discouraging  fur  officers  is  that  having  to 
complete  a report  bke  tlus  disproportionately 
puts  (he  burden  on  officers.” 

But  the  data  collected  in  these  reports  will 
be  used  to  help  the  department  evaluate  and 
enhance  its  training,  said  Grubbs.  'Ilie 
information  collected  will  be  only  about 
those  times  when  an  officer  actually  points  a 
firearm  at  another  person  Such  actions  as 
simply  drawing  a weapon,  keeping  it  down, 
or  making  a tactical  preparation  will  not  be 
documented,  he  said 

"I  think  interesting  information  will  come 
out  will  come  out  of  it."  Officer  Greg 
Paschley  (old  LHN,  "to  see  what  situations 
officers  arc  choosing  to  [point  their  weap 
ons],  and  it  will  help  from  the  (raining  aspect 
to  sec  if  our  (raining  needs  to  be  changed  in 
any  way  to  help  give  officers  other  options, 
if  appropriate.” 

*rhe  requirement,  noted  Grubbs,  was  a 
community  expectation.  "This  is  riot 
something  (hat  should  be  viewed  as  harmful 
or  that  we’re  setung  out  to  use  in  some  type 
of  punitive  fashion,"  he  said  "It  is  also 
giving  persons  an  understanding  that  we  are 
a pubbe  agency,  we  attempt  to  be  transparent 
in  everything  we  do.  Wc  want  the  community 
know  what  we’re  doing  because  we  have 
nothing  to  hide." 
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PDs  innovate  to  keep  pace  in  cat-and- 
mouse  game  of  speeding  enforcement 
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The  face  looks  familiar. . . 

Holding  out  hope  for  the  viability  of  face-recognition  programs 


Facial  tecognirion  aoftwaie  may  have  failed  to  meet  the 
cxpeciadoni  of  (awUnfoiccment  agcnaes  in  Trmpa  and 
other  cidcs  where  it  wu  implemented  as  a potentiai  and* 
fcrrorum  tool,  hut  the  Pinella*  County,  Fla.,  Sheriff’* 
Department  contend*  that  in  the  small,  controlled 
environment  it  intend*  to  use  the  technology,  it  will  be  a 
boon  to  deputies. 

Under  a |250,000  plan  paid  fur  with  a portion  of  an  |8 
million  community-policing  grant  from  the  Department  of 
Justice,  50  of  the  agency’s  550  vehicle*  will  carry  a stand- 
alone digital  camera  and  special  software  hooked  up  to  the 
cars'  laptops.  One  car  began  carrying  the  equipment  in 
June,  and  10  deputies  have  already  been  tramed. 

Dunng  an  investigation  or  after  a uaffic  stop,  deputies 
will  be  able  to  take  a photo,  download  it,  and  check  it 
against  a database  of  millions  of  felons,  fugitives  and 
others  wanted  by  the  FDI. 

"Thu  u a different  applicadon  and  a different  pro- 
gram,'*  said  Shenff  Everett  Rice  when  quened  about  the 
software’s  previous  failure.  Such  systems,  he  told  T’he  St. 
Petersburg  Times,  need  a dear,  frontal  picture  of  the 
person  — something  not  possible  when  the  Super  Bowl 
was  held  m 2001  at  Raymond  James  Stadium  in  Ybor  City, 
Wa.  Although  the  system  did  manage  to  identify  19  people 
with  criminal  records  out  of  the  thousands  of  faces  it 
scanned,  none  were  wanted  by  authonties. 

Other  systems  in  Virginia  Beach  and  Tampa  which 
scanned  faces  on  the  street  failed  to  result  in  a single 
arrest.  Tampa  scrapped  its  program  last  year. 

Hits  summer,  tlic  National  Institute  of  Standards  and 
Technology  mounted  a competition  in  which  vendors  were 
challenged  to  cut  ertor  rates  on  systems  tested  m 2002  by 
90  percent,  according  to  a report  by  The  New  York  Times. 


PincUaB  County  Sheriff  Eveteil  Rice  tests  out  the 
new  facial-recognition  system  at  the  local  airport. 


Facial-recognition,  which  advocates  of  biometrics  tout  as 
the  least  intrusive  of  a variety  of  measures  that  indude  iris- 
recognition,  gait-rccognition,  fingerprints  and  voice  analysis, 
will  account  for  an  esfimaicd  )144  million  of  a total  |1.2 
billion  market  for  such  technology 

According  to  Intertudonal  Biometric,  facial  recognition 
revenues  should  climb  as  high  as  }800  million  by  2008. 

Viisage,  the  BUlcrica,  Mass.-based  firm  that  is  admiiustet- 
tng  the  Pinellas  program,  is  one  of  the  few  publicly  traded 
companies  in  the  industry. 

It  is  just  one  of  the  firms  chat  have  pursued  new  soate- 
gies  in  the  past  few  years.  And  the  advances  arc  having  an 
impact-  While  Vusage  was  just  able  to  achieve  a 50  percent 
recognition  rate  at  Boston’s  Logan  Airport  in  2003,  those 
results  would  improve  to  90  percent  if  the  odal  was  repeated 
now,  Mohamed  Lazzoum,  the  company’s  chief  technology 


officer,  told  'Hie  Times. 

When  PineUas  County  depubes  use  the  system,  no  one 
may  be  physically  detained  so  that  police  can  take  a photo. 
Deputies  must  ask  permission,  althou^  denial  of 
permission  does  not  mean  that  a picture  cannot  be  taken 
in  a public  place  The  system  may  only  be  used  to  deter- 
mine idenbty  when  a license  or  vehide  tegistradon  is  not 
forthcoming. 

Officials  deny  that  the  system  is  an  invauon  of  privacy. 
The  photos  are  not  taken  secretly,  said  Rice.  Among  other 
rules  outlined  in  a two-page  instiucdonal  manual, 
children’s  photos  must  be  deleted  immediately  after  a 
computer  match. 

A field  interview  report  must  also  be  filed  if  a picture  is 
taken-  Cameras  can  be  used  to  collect  infocmadon  that 
would  not  normally  be  gathered  by  forensic  invesdgators- 
If  not  under  arrest,  a person  is  free  to  turn  away  &om  the 
camera.  Those  who  roll  up  dmed  windows,  for  example, 
will  not  be  stopped.  But  if  a picture  is  taken  and  the  face 
does  not  match,  it  will  be  discarded. 

Nonetheless,  civil  Lbertarians  are  not  pleased. 

‘They  claim  they’re  not  violating  privacy  because 
they’re  asking  consent,  but  the  teal  quesdon  is  just  how 
free  will  people  be  to  refuse  to  take  a picture?"  asked 
Alessandra  Meetze,  communicadons  director  for  the 
Florida  ACLU  "It  goes  beyond  your  tradidonal  police 
work,  and  it  subjects  innocent  people  to  this  electric  police 
lineup  before  any  crime  has  been  committed,"  she  told 
The  Times. 

With  the  new  system,  PineUas  law  enforcement  wiU  be 
able  to  match  local  faces  to  those  stored  in  databases  in 
Broward,  Nliami-Dade,  Leon,  HiUsboiough  and  Orange 
coundes. 


The  paper  chase: 

S.C.  cops  swamped  with  unserved  warrants 


With  a growing  backlog  of  warrants  for 
such  nonviolent  offenses  as  wnnng  bad 
checks,  law  enforcement  agencies  through- 
out Charleston  County,  S.C..  and  ncighbonng 
(unsdictions  continue  to  look  for  ways  to 
keeps  their  heads  above  haystacks  of  paper 
"What  wc’rc  seeing  from  the  numbers  is 
that  warrants  arc  coming  in  faster  than  they 
can  be  served,  and  it's  growing  exponen- 
ually,”  said  Charleston  County  Sheriff's  Sgt. 


What  It  IS  and  how  it  works  is  a secret, 
but  Iowa  officuls  claim  that  a cliemical 
added  to  anhydrous  ammorua  wiU  nuke  the 
common  farm  fertilizer  ineffective  for  the 
manufacture  of  mcthamphetaminc. 

'The  development  of  this  addmve  will 
aid  m our  fight  against  this  poison  and  help 
us  better  secure  our  children,"  said  Gov.  Tom 
Vilsack. 

Iowa  did  not  lead  the  Nbdwest  last  year  m 
meth  lab  seizures.  'Hut  dubious  honor  went 
to  Missouri,  which  had  1,065  compared  to 
Iowa’s  485 

Due  to  potential  patent  issues  and  a 
pending  federal  review,  Iowa  officials  wiU  not 
release  the  name  of  the  addmve,  which  was 
developed  by  researchers  at  Iowa  State 
Ufuvcrsity,  or  describe  exactly  how  it 
impedes  the  meth-making  process. 

‘The  science  is  good  and  I am  very 
pleased  with  this  happening  in  Iowa," 

Marvin  Van  Haaften,  the  state’s  drug  czar, 
told  The  .Associated  Press.  "For  the  anhy- 


B K.  Williams,  a warrants  division  supervisor. 

Accordmg  to  a report  in  TTie  Charleston 
Post  and  Courier,  the  National  Crime 
Informauon  Center  database  contains  nearly 
I million  fugitives.  It  represents  just  those, 
however,  who  arc  wanted  for  felonies  and 
serious  misdemeanors.  About  30,000  people 
on  that  bsl  are  from  South  Carolina. 

At  present,  the  Charleston  County  agency 
has  nearly  45,000  outstanding  warrants 


dious,  this  has  nationwide,  maybe  even 
beyond  our  nation’’  impact 

*1110  additive  has  been  tested,  but  more 
work  needs  to  be  done,  said  Ed  Childress,  a 
Drug  Enforcement  Administration  spokes- 
man. .Among  other  issues  is  the  chemicals 
effect  on  the  environment,  and  the  cost  to 
farmers  and  farm  dealers.  Government  tax 
incentives  could  potentially  cover  the  cost  of 
adding  It  to  anhydrous  ammonia  tanks. 

The  addmve  is  just  the  latest  in  a senes  of 
steps  the  state  has  taken  to  try  to  contam  the 
burgeotung  meth  cnsis.  On  July  1,  restne- 
Qons  were  put  on  the  purchase  of  cold 
medications  containing  the  drug  pseu- 
docphcdrinc,  one  of  a number  of  chemicals 
that  goes  into  making  mcthamphetaminc. 

Another  measure  has  involved  placing 
locks  on  anhydrous  ammonia  tanks.  Some 
$300,000  in  grants  will  be  sent  to  Iowa  for 
more  locks,  which  have  proven  efTecos'e  in 
the  26  counaes  that  have  been  suppbed  with 
them  by  the  state. 


charging  fugitives  with  cverythmg  from  bad 
checks  and  missed  court  dates  to  tape  and 
murder.  In  Berkeley  County,  that  figure  totals 
more  than  12,000,  and  in  North  Charleston, 
city  police  have  some  3,700  acDve  warrants 
on  file. 

Charleston  County,  which  handles 
warrants  from  every  court  except  municipal 
courts  in  the  junsdiction  and  all  out-of- 
county and  out-of-state  warrants,  has  nine 
deputies  dedicated  to  warrant  service.  On 
average,  about  855  warrants  are  served  every 
month,  yet  more  than  1,400  art  generated 
within  that  same  period. 

In  North  Charleston,  about  60  percent  of 
outstanding  warrants  arc  for  people  who 
failed  to  show  up  for  court  or  comply  with  a 
(udge’s  orders.  Still,  its  backlog  includes  one 
murder,  five  armed  robberies,  eight  assaults 
with  intent  to  kill  and  six  rapes. 

V(^e  dangerous  suspects  and  enmes 
against  people  are  given  first  pnonty, 
authoades  say,  it  is  the  lesser  comes  making 
up  the  backlog  that  keeps  law  enforcement 
busy. 

"No  matter  what  we  do,  we  can't  keep 
up,"  Charleston  ShenH^’s  Capt.  Daru 
Valentine  told  The  Post  and  Courier. 

In  one  case,  deputies  caught  a woman 
with  1 20  warrants  for  writing  bad  checks. 

Her  arrest  cleared  those  warrants  from  the 
books,  but  when  she  failed  to  show  up  for 
her  court  appearance,  a judge  wrote  bench 
wvrants  for  each  of  the  120  counts  she  was 
facing,  leaving  deputies  oght  back  where 
they  started. 

Sometimes  they  get  lucky,  though.  In  May. 
Charleston  depudes  caught  a man  with  1 1 
outstanding  warrants  hiding  under  the  floor 
of  his  mobile  home.  Deputies  found  him 


when  they  heard  a noise,  and  pushed  aside  a 
garbage  bag  that  was  coveting  a hole  m the 
floor. 

A few  jurisdicdons  are  taking  steps  to 
improve  the  situadon.  Dorchester  County, 
for  example,  is  one  of  four  counties  that  ate 
trying  to  reduce  bad-check  warrants  through 
a program  that  allows  merchants  to  collect 
restitution  and  court  fees  instead  of  applying 
for  muldple  warrants  from  a magistrate.  The 
business  gets  its  money,  and  the  offender 
avoids  jail.  It  is  funded  by  a $50  service  fee 
placed  on  each  bad  check. 

“We  don’t  have  any  hard  data  yet,  but  the 
folks  I’ve  talked  to  think  it’s  a good  pro- 
gram," First  Circuit  Solicitor  Robbie  Robbins 
told  The  Post  and  Courier.  “Anything  that 
helps  law  enforcement  not  have  to  serve  bad 
check  warrants  has  to  be  a good  thing." 

Charleston  police  arc  also  giving 
scofflaws  a chance  to  pay  their  debts  instead 
of  serving  jail  time  through  a new  program. 
According  to  Sgt.  Regina  Wilhite,  the 
depatOnent  has  about  3,300  unresolved 
warrants. 

The  same  pnnaplc  is  being  used  with 
those  who  have  misdemeanor  bench 
warrants  against  them.  They  ate  given  the 
opportunity  to  pay  their  outstanding  court 
fees.  Either  they  pay  50  percent  up  6tont, 
with  the  test  due  within  a rwo-week  period, 
or  they  end  up  in  custody. 

Wilhite  said  the  approach  is  working,  with 
reduced  coUecQon  rates  and  cuts  in  the  time 
and  expense  of  jailing  petty  offenders. 

"People  are  much  more  willing  to  come 
in  and  bnng  money  to  avoid  going  to  jail  for 
20  or  30  days,”  she  said.  “It’s  not  fair  to 
inundate  a county  jail  when  there  is  another 
opDon.” 


Iowa  tries  to  break  a link 
in  the  meth-making  chain 
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Keeping  it  real: 


'Reno  911!'  is  a cop-show  spoof  with  an  edge 


Every  so  often,  a T\'  program  comes 
along  that  vnns  the  hearts  of  cops  with  its 
portrayal  of  some  slightly  off-kilter  fellow 
offtcers  — “Barney  Miller"  being  one  of  the 
most  frequently  ated  examples.  And  then 
there  is  “Reno  91 11"  the  Comedy  Central  hit 
show  that  follows  the  bves  of  seven  of  the 
most  flagrandy  dysfunctional  deputies  this 
side  of  a television  screen. 

A spoof  of  the  reality  show  “Cops," 
“Reno  9111"  premiered  in  2003.  Each  week, 
viewers  follow  the  adventures  of  Lt.  Jim 
Dangle,  the  sexually  confused  offtcer  in  the 
skin-tight  shorts;  Officer  Trudy  Wiegel,  who 
may  or  may  not  be  dating  a serial  killer;  and 
Deputy  Junior,  who  tells  a class  of  10-year- 
olds  during  a classroom  presentation  that  all 
of  them  will  be  raped,  and  teaches  them  how 
to  make  wine  in  prison  which  can  then  be 
traded  for  cigarettes. 

What  helps  give  the  show  its  authenbeity, 
however,  is  its  setting.  The  program  is 
videotaped  at  the  Los  Angeles  Sheriff’s 
Department’s  Carson  stabon.  If  it  looks 
familiar,  it’s  because  the  facility  has  been 
used  before,  in  the  film  “Colors”  and  in 
coundess  television  commercials. 

The  real-life  deputies  and  the  show's  cast 
and  crew  generally  stay  out  of  each  other’s 
way,  said  Sgt.  Patrick  Nadeau,  a watch 
commander.  “They’re  pretty  good  about 
that,  and  they  ]ust  work  around  us,"  he  told 
Law  Enforcement  News. 

“Reno  911!”  has  used  several  off-duty 
deputies  on  the  show,  said  locaaon  manager 
Tano  Tropia.  ‘They’re  all  trying  to  get  in 


pcrsuiulmes  of  the  actors  and  then  you  see 
how  they  act  on  ‘H’  . To  see  the  end 

product  really  amares  us,"  said  Nadeau. 

What  IS  surpnsing  to  the  deputies,  he 
said,  u how  slowly  the  show  is  shot  — and 
"Reno  91 11"  is  one  of  the  fastest  paced 
programs  around 

“What  they  do  is  so  tedious,”  said 
Nadeau.  “We’re  nvo  types  of  people  ’Diey’re 
perfectionists,  and  everything  wc  do  has  to 
be  done  nght  now,  on  the  spur  of  the 
moment  ’’ 

In  case  of  an  emergency,  the  "Reno  9]  It" 
crew  can  be  packed  up  and  out  of  the  station 
m under  20  minutes,  said  Ttopia. 

‘They  ate  just  a really  nice  group  of 
people."  he  said  of  the  deputies  "Anytime 
something's  going  on.  we  call  and  say,  ’Is 
everybody  alnght?’  'I'hey’re  like  our  family  " 


RKN09U! 

WEDNESDAYS  tOtSO  \ 1:30  e 


Thomas  LennoD  is  one  of  the  co-creatots  of  the  reality  show  spoof  “Reno 
911!**  and  stars  as  Lt.  Jim  Dangle. 


here,”  he  told  LEN.  “Several  of  them  arc 
actors  and  they  would  just  like  to  be  in  for 
the  day.  They  have  the  day  off,  and  we're 
ftlming  here,  they  come  in.” 

The  show  uses  the  station’s  report-wnting 
room,  its  hallways,  briefing  areas,  and  the  jail 
when  It  has  been  empty.  The  crew  sets  up  m 
the  morning  and  leaves  late  at  night,  said 
Nadeau.  In  contrast  to  other  TV  comedies. 


which  take  five  to  10  days  to  complete,  an 
entire  episode  of  "Reno  9111"  can  be  done 
m ]ust  three  days.  In  all,  the  show  has  set  up 
camp  at  the  Carson  station  three  times 
Very  few  on-duty  officers  appear  m 
scenes,  but  then  again,  it  would  be  hard  to 
tell  if  they  did  because  “wc  seem  to  blend  m 
pretty  well  together,"  said  Nadeau 
“It’s  funny  because  you  know  the 


Back  in  the  spotlight,  another  LAPD 
beating  — this  time  with  a difference 


Continued  from  Page  1 

His  order  was  hailed  by  committee 
chairman  John  Mack,  who  told  The  Dady 
News  of  Los  Angeles:  “If  that  happens,  it 
means  a 45-minute  to  an  hour  delay  would 
not  happen  in  the  future.  There  will  be  no 
code  of  silence." 

Roughly  90  to  100  categorical  cases  are 
investigated  each  year  by  LAPD  internal 
affairs,  the  independent  inspector  general’s 
office  and,  in  some  cases,  the  district 
attorney’s  office.  Non-categoacal  cases  arc 
handled  by  supervisors  in  the  division  m 
which  they  occurred. 

Borderline  cases  will  be  upgraded  from 
non-categoncal  to  categorical  under  the 
order.  Such  cases  occur  less  than  once  a 
month,  according  to  Cmdr.  Enc  Lillo. 

Unlike  the  King  case,  where  the  officers 
were  white,  the  officer  who  struck  Miller  is 
Hispamc.  Hatfield  has  been  removed  from 
active  duty  and,  along  with  the  others,  placed 
on  administrabve  assignment  pending  the 
outcome  of  the  invesbgation. 

He  and  three  others  are  specifically  under 
investigaaon  for  the  use  of  force  dunng  the 
arrest.  Officers  Phillip  Watson  and  David 
Hale  wresded  with  Miller,  said  Bratton,  and 
Officer  Peter  Bueno  was  videotaped 
apparendy  kneemg  the  suspect  in  the 
imdsecbon. 

Arnold  Steinberg,  a pobocal  consultant 
who  has  advued  iruyoral  campiaigns,  called 
the  inadent  the  first  “high-profile  test  of  the 
post-Rodney  King  reforms.” 

The  day  of  the  beating,  Mayor  James 
Hahn  moved  quickly  to  stem  public  criti- 
asm.  He  said  that  should  the  officers  be 


informatiun  to  LAPD  investigators.  As  many 
as  eight  deputies  responded  that  night. 

“.According  to  the  L.APD,  they  feel  the 
depuDes  ate  not  telling  what  they  should," 
Baca  told  The  Los  Angeles  Tunes.  “It  is  my 
obligauon  to  mvestigate  the  conduct  here 
and  explain  why  there  are  ducrepancics  " 

Baca  said  that  he  was  parucularly  angered 
by  a report  that  a deputy  assigned  to  the 
Compton  stauon  yelled  "No  rats  here!”  at  a 
detecQve  working  on  the  investigation 


FBI  computer 
project  may 
hit  the  rocks 

Continued  from  Page  1 
turn  the  bureau  into  a modern  agency 
that  can  fight  terronsm  as  well  as  crime 
"The  I'BI  needs  systems  like  Trilogy 
in  order  to  connect  the  dots,"  said  Alan 
Davidson,  associate  director  of  the 
Center  for  Democracy  and  Technology 
m Washington  "Why  is  Congress 
considcnng  even  greater  expansions  in 
data  collection,  raising  real  privacy 
concerns,  when  the  I‘B1  is  struggling  to 
manage  the  data  it  lawfully  collects 
today?” 

Indeed,  bureau  officials  said  they 
would  begin  with  a smaller  venion  of 
the  Virtual  Case  Pile  (hat  would  have  a 
reduced  set  of  planned  functions  in  a 
limited  number  of  sites.  It  will  only  be 
expanded  after  the  initial  functions  have 
lieen  used  reliably,  said  /.almai  A/mi, 
the  FIM’s  chief  informauon  officer 
“The  program  is  uhj  large  and  too 
complex  and  too  huge  to  say,  ‘On 
Monday,  you’ll  come  m and  you're  going 
to  have  VCF  on  your  desktop,"  he  told 
'I'he  Times 


As  seen  oo  a videotape  made  by  a TV 
news  helicopter,  LAPD  officers  beat 
a suspect  following  a pursuit. 

found  to  have  broken  the  law.  they  should  be 
fired  and  prosecuted.  Hahn  then  appointed 
an  1 1 -member  committee  that  comptued  a 
wide  swath  of  the  commuruty.  including 
Aftican-Amencan  ministers  and  commuruty 
activists.  One  of  these  Najee  All,  quit  the 
panel  after  city  officials  expressed  doubts 
about  whether  he  should  serve.  All  is 
awaiting  tnal  on  charges  of  identity  theft  and 
leaving  the  scene  of  a car  acadent. 

In  a departure  from  the  past,  the  pobce 
department’s  inspector  general  is  getting  full 
access  to  reports  generated  by  the  agency's 
Professional  Standards  Bureau,  which 
immediately  launched  an  investigation.  The 
eight  officers  involved  m the  incident  were 
quickly  separated  so  they  could  not  agree  on 
a common  story. 

Los  .Angeles  County  Shenff  Lee  Baca 
he  will  investigate  allegations  that  his 
deputies  provided  misleadmg  or  incomplete 


CHIEF  OF  POLICE 

Kansas  City,  Missouri 

Konsas  City,  Missouri  is  o MkJwestern  community  with  o populotton  of  44 1 ,500covoring 
31 7 square  miles  in  lour  counties.  The  Police  Deportment  is  comprised  of  1 .307  low 
enforcementond646civilion  employees.  TheBoordol  Police  Commissioners  is  sollclling 
oppricotions  for  the  position  of  Chief  of  Pofice. 

Requirementsot  the  time  of  oppolntment  ore  fhot  the  applicant  must  be  not  more  than 
60  yeors  of  oge;  hove  at  least  five  yeors  of  executive  experience  in  o governmentol 
police  ogency;  be  certified  to  be  in  good  physicol  condition  by  o surgeon  or  physicion; 
be  o citizen  of  the  United  Stotes:  and  be  or  become  o citizen  of  Missouri  ond  o recent 
ofKonsosCity.  SolOTyronge  is  380.211  to  $l5L296per  year.  The  Chief  will  be  selected 
by  the  Boord  solely  on  the  bose  of  executive  and  odministrolive  quolificolions  ond 
demonstroted  knowledgeof  police  sciersce  ond  odministrotion  with  speciol  reference 
to  octuol  experience  in  tow  enforcement  teodership.  Resumes  consisting  of  not  more 
thon  four  typewritten  poges.  sfSould  be  submitted  to; 

DonrwM.Wilson 
Seaetory/Allorney 
Boord  of  Police  Commissionefs 
700  West  47fh  Street.  Suite  1 000 
Kansas  City,  Missouri  641 1 2 
Telephone;  (816J  360-4271 
Pox;  (616)753-1536 

Resunnes  must  be  received  on  or  before  close  of  business  September  30. 2004. 
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Short  Takes 


Trace  evidence 

Saenuju  have  djscovcfcd  that  ihc  anthrax  powder  mailed 
in  letter*  three  year*  ago  had  a dittinctive  (ignature  that  may 
make  it  caster  to  match  with  a source,  according  to  a 
progress  report  requested  by  US.  Dutncf  Judge  Reggie  B 
Walton 

Walton  IS  presiding  over  a lawsuit  brought  by  Army 
biowarfarc  expert  Dr,  Stephen  J I latfill,  who  claims  that  the 
FBI  destroyed  his  reputation  and  career  with  a campaign  of 
leaks  suggesung  that  he  was  the  anthrax  mailer 

In  an  effort  to  halt  the  lawsuit,  and  one  brought  by  the 
widow  of  one  of  the  victims  of  the  attack*,  the  HJI  asserted 
in  court  this  year  that  the  investigation  called  Amenthrax  was 
at  a cntjcal  juncture  and  that  litigation  could  endanger  its 
efforts. 

I*he  scientists'  discovery  may  lie  the  first  test  of  the 
relatively  new  discipline  of  bioforensics,  also  known  as 
microbial  forensics,  which  emerged  in  the  wake  of  the 
anthrax  attacks.  In  this  field,  scientists  conduct  advanced 
testing  on  samples  of  anthrax  and  other  organisms  in  hopes 
of  uncovenng  clues  as  to  where  the  liactena  was  grown  and 
what  nutnent  mix  was  used  to  produce  them,  among  other 
factors. 

"I  think  we  have  the  science  now  to  trace  the  anthrax  to  a 
particular  lab,”  said  Balictta  L Marronc.  a cellular  biologist  in 
Ixjs  Angeles  and  a member  of  an  FBI  advisory  group  on 
bioforensics.  "If  1 had  to  guess.  I’d  say  what  has  the  F’BI 
stumped  is  the  non  scientific  stuff,”  she  told  The  Baltimore 
Sun 

While  finding  the  source  lab  itself  will  not  crack  the  case, 
said  Marronc.  it  will  reduce  the  number  of  potential  suspects. 

Usi  year,  scientists  found  that  the  bacteria  taken  from  the 
letters  was  a mix  of  two  slightly  different  samples  aUowing  it 
to  grow  in  a double  pattern  Dozens  of  samples  have  been 
collected  in  the  United  States  and  in  some  foreign  countries, 
but  It  is  not  known  whether  the  I-BI's  Imnt  for  a matching 
sample  has  succeeded. 

Masters  of  disguise 

Kids  can  spot  them,  so  why  would  tcrronsls  be  fooled  by 
federal  air  marshals  dressed  in  "professional  attire”  sitting  in 
cramped  airplane  scats  during  the  dog  days  of  summer? 

I hat’s  the  quesuon  being  asked  by  the  organization 
representing  more  than  1 .300  air  marshals.  Under  guidelines 
set  by  the  Department  of  Homeland  Security,  marshals  must 
have  neatly  trimmed  hair  and  be  clean-shaven.  Some  of  the 
service  s 21  field  offices  go  a step  further,  requiring  men  to 
wear  suits,  ties  and  dress  shoes  whde  on  duty,  and  women 
blouses,  skirls  or  dress  slacks  Casual  wear  is  prolubited. 

‘if  a 12-year-old  can  pick  them  out,  a trained  lerronst  has 
no  problem  picking  them  out.”  said  John  D.  Amat.  a 
spokesman  for  the  Federal  Uw  linforcemcnt  Officers 


Association. 

The  issue  of  a dress  code  came  up  at  the  same  time  as  did 
the  special  boarding  procedures  for  air  marshals.  In  May,  the 
service  usued  a memo  that  changed  its  pracace,  no  longer 
requiring  agent*  to  sign  a logbook  when  they  boarded.  Some 
airports,  however,  have  rejected  that  plan.  In  Boston,  San 
Francisco  and  Washington.  DC.,  air  marshals  are  sdll 
required  to  sign  in  and  present  their  credentials. 

Dave  Adams,  a spokesman  for  the  Federal  Air  Marshals 
Service,  said  the  FXEOA  is  misrepresenting  the  dress  code. 
Air  marshals,  he  said,  can  dress  casually  — just  nor  too 
casually.  Some,  he  said,  were  wearing  blue  jeans,  shorts  and 
T-shirts  while  on  duty. 

"In  order  to  gam  respect  m a situation,  you  must  be 
attired  to  gam  respect,”  he  told  The  New  York  Times.  Air 
marshals  would  probably  not  gam  the  respect  of  passengers 
if  a situation  should  occur,  said  Adams.  But  there  is  nothmg 
in  the  guidclmcs  that  requires  a suit  a de.  he  noted,  and 
"nothmg  in  the  policy  that  places  our  federal  air  marshals  at 
nsk  " 

Eyes  in  the  sky 

Unpiloted  drones  equipped  with  thermal  and  night-vision 
components  are  being  sent  over  the  area  surrounding  Fort 
liuachuca,  Ana.,  by  the  Border  Patrol  m an  attempt  to  spot 
illegal  entry  through  what  has  become  one  of  the  busiest 
border -crossing  points  m the  nauon. 

The  overall  cost  of  the  mission  will  be  at  least  $10 
million,  with  the  government  spending  about  $4  million  on 
the  drones.  It  is  part  of  the  Department  of  Homeland 
Security’s  effort  to  achieve  what  it  calls  opcraaonal  control 
over  the  border. 

Each  drone  weighs  approximately  1 .000  pounds  and  has 
a 35-foot  wingspan.  The  drones  can  stay  aloft  for  20  hours  at 
a time,  and  will  patrol  at  an  alutude  of  12,000  to  15,000  feet 
According  to  officials,  two  will  be  used.  They  will  be 
controlled  remotely  by  pilots  on  the  ground  and  can  detect 
movement  from  1 5 miles  up,  readmg  beense  plates,  viewmg 
occupants,  and  even  detecting  weapons. 


Access  denied 

The  first  arrest  m a sex  crime  that  took  place  m a locked 
psychiatric  ward  m a Harnson.  N.Y,  hospital  came  rune 
months  after  the  assault  took  place  due  to  health-care  pnvacy 
laws. 

Two  girls,  one  18  and  the  other  15,  were  charged  in  June 
with  an  attack  on  a fellow  pauent  m August  2003.  The 
victim,  who  suffers  from  multiple  physical  and  mental 
disabibucs,  was  raped  half  a dozen  times  by  her  female 
roommates. 

Investigators  say  hospital  officials,  citing  pnvacy  laws, 
would  not  allow  them  access  to  the  crime  scene. 


“It  often  takes  us  days  to  get  to  a enme  scene  m the 
hospital,  and  they  often  will  not  even  tell  us  if  suspects  are  in 
the  fecibty,”  Capt.  Anthony  Martacciru  of  the  Harrison 
Pobce  Department  told  The  New  York  Times. 

Pnvacy  restnctions  have  led  to  antagonistic  encounters 
between  pobce  and  hospital  officuls  m many  of  the  17 
sexual  assaults  reported  to  the  department  by  the  facibty 
since  2000. 

"The  case  can  be  very  strong  when  you  take  hair  samples, 
check  for  pubic  hairs,  signs  of  a struggle  or  skin  samples 
under  the  fingernails  of  a suspect,”  said  Marraccini.  Now, 
pobce  have  only  the  mjunes  suffered  by  the  victim  to  go  on, 
and  her  assessment  by  a doctor  at  another  facibty. 

Roger  Kbngman,  a hospital  spokesman,  told  The  Times 
that  when  a enme  is  reported  at  a state-run  facibty,  the 
guidebncs  are  clear.  It  is  reported  to  pobce,  who  ate  aUowcd 
access  to  the  scene.  Nothing  in  the  mental  hygiene  law 
prevents  pobce  ftom  mvesrigadng  a enme,  he  said. 

The  big  sweep 

A change  m the  strategy  of  the  Border  Patrol  that 
resulted  in  sweeps  throughout  Southern  Cabfornia  had 
members  of  the  area's  Latino  commuruties  staying  home 
from  work,  keeping  their  children  out  of  school  and  avoiding 
ethnic  markets  for  fear  that  they  would  be  targeted  for  arrest. 

Nearly  160  people  suspected  of  being  Ulcgal  immigrants 
were  arrested  during  sweeps  in  the  cities  of  Corona  and 
Ontario  m June.  Another  150  were  captured  in  Escondido. 

The  operation  was  part  of  the  newly  created  “intenor 
checkpoint”  tactic.  Instead  of  making  arrests  at  the  border 
and  at  highway  checkpoints,  agents  wiU  now  target  undocu- 
mented abens  at  pubbe  locations  in  communities  as  fat  as 
100  miles  north  of  that  line. 

Last  year,  U.S.  Customs  and  Border  Protecdon  Commis- 
sioner Robert  C.  Bonner  overturned  an  order  by  former  San 
Diego  sector  chief  William  T.  Veal  not  to  arrest  illegal 
immigrants  on  the  street  or  question  them  anywhere  except 
along  the  border  and  highway  checkpoints. 

Agents  had  quesdoned  whether  the  order  was  a lawful 
one.  and  whether  they  should  abide  it.  Many  Border  Patrol 
supervisors,  in  fact,  were  instruenng  subordinates  to 
disregard  it. 

Bonner  cabed  the  order  “overly  broad  and  restrictive.” 

Veal  has  since  retired. 

Border  Patrol  officials  insisted  that  law-abiding  citizens 
had  nothing  to  fear.  The  operation  m Southern  Cabfornia  is 
mtelbgence-dnven.  said  Steve  McPartland,  a senior  patrol 
agent  in  the  San  Diego  regional  office.  Similar  opetaQons 
have  been  earned  out  for  months  throughout  the  Southwest- 
ern region. 

‘There  has  been  an  incredible  amount  of  misinforma- 
tion.” he  told  The  New  York  Times.  “We  re  not  targeting 
schools  and  churches  and  hospitals.’ 


Making  their  case: 


Suspects  tell  their  side  of  story  to  grand  juries 

The  days  when  defense  atiornpvs 


days  when  defense  attorneys  were 
loath  to  allow  a suspect  to  tcstif)-  before  the 


who  tesufied  before  a Brooklyn  grand  jury  in 
February  about  his  shooting  of  l9-year-old 


suspects  before  the  grand  jury  gives  defense 
attorneys  the  opportunity  to  spin  a talc  that 
can  sometimes  get  theu  ebents  off  the  hook. 


grand  jury  because  the  prosecutor  could 
"indict  a ham  sandwich”  appear  to  be  gone 
in  New  ^ork  City.  More  often  than  ever, 
cops  and  cnnunals  are  now  getting  their 
chance  to  tcU  their  stones. 

In  2004,  nearly  14  percent  of  felony 
suspects  testified  before  grand  junes  in 
Brooklyn,  according  to  the  distnct  attorney's 
office  there  The  lughesi  figure  among  the 
aty’s  five  boroughs  was  m Staten  Island, 
where  18  percent  took  the  stand,  and  the 
lowest  in  Manhattan,  with  just  4 percent  of 
suspect  testifying. 

Some  of  the  cases  have  involved  pobce 
officers. 

"Grand  jurors  want  to  hear  from  the 
officer  who  discharged  his  gun,”  said  Stuart 
London,  an  attorney  who  defended  two 
officers  in  separate  fatal  on-duty  shootmgs. 

One  of  the  officers  was  Richard  S.  Ncn, 


limothy  Stansbury  Jr.  while  patroUmg  the 
rooftop  of  a housing  complex. 

Nen,  whom  London  desenbed  as  very 
remorseful,  was  not  indicted. 

Another  officer,  Brv'an  Conroy,  testified 
for  nearly  five  hours  about  the  shootmg  of 
Afncan  imnugrant  Ousmane  Zongo,  35.  m a 
Chelsea  warehouse  m 2003.  Conroy,  who 
described  hts  “bfc-and-death  struggle"  with 
Zong(\  avoided  murder  chaigcs  but  was 
indicted  on  less  senous  manslaughter 
charges. 

\X  hile  most  states  and  federal  courts  do 
not  automaticaily  allow  the  accused  to  testify 
before  grand  juncs.  New  York  Gty  has 
granted  such  a nght  since  1978.  Suspects 
may  also  be  accompamed  into  the  grand  jury 
room  by  their  attorneys,  although  their 
law)-crs  may  not  parocipatc. 

Prosecutors  complain  that  putting 


but  defense  lawyers  a^c  that  it  allows  the 
grand  jury  to  work  the  way  it  is  supposed  to 
— by  ensuring  indictments  only  if  sobd 
evidence  exists. 

The  Legal  Aid  Soaety.  which  represents 
tens  of  thousands  of  defendants  annually, 
said  that  in  some  years,  grand  jurors  in  some 
boroughs  have  filled  to  indict  in  60  percent 
of  cases  m which  Legal  .Aid  ebents  have 
testified.  The  success  rate  has  caused  its 
attorneys  to  aggressively  pursue  the  strategy, 
the  organizaoon  told  The  New  York  Times. 

bara  Sun  Beale,  a nadonal  expert  on  jury 
issues  at  Duke  Utuvcrsity  School  of  Law, 
said  the  New  York  grand  jury  system  should 
become  a naoonal  model  for  screening  out 
weak  cases 

She  told  The  Tunes.  "Maybe  this  means 
that  the  New  York  practice  of  allowmg  the 


defendant  the  nght  to  have  his  bwycr  in  the 
grand  jury  and  to  tesafy  is  a really  useful  and 
desuable  procedure  that  other  states  should 
think  about  adopting.” 

Among  those  who  have  received  no  true 
bills  ftom  grand  junes  recently  is  Al 
Goldstein,  the  founder  and  pubbsher  of 
Screw  magazine. 

Charged  m 1995  with  carrying  a handgun 
rr*to  4 courthouse,  Goldstein  appeared 
before  the  grand  jury  wearing  the  same 
jacket  crammed  with  the  same  items  he  had 
on  his  person  when  he  was  arrested, 
according  to  his  attorney,  Herald  Pnnee 
Fahringer. 

Unloading  cameras,  tape  recorders  and 
other  Items  before  the  23-member  jury. 
Goldsiem  explained  that  he  forgot  he  was 
carrying  the  weapon,  having  just  flown  in 
from  Honda  where  he  has  a beense  for  the 
weapon. 

The  grand  jurors  s-oted  not  to  indict. 


Forum 


Cushman: 

You  never 

By  Brian  Cashman 

This  marks  the  end  of  training.  It  all 
starts  for  real  now. 

New  Hampshuc  bw  declares  this  a “part- 
time”  academy.  Don’t  be  fooled.  Very  few 
people  will  recogniae  that  distinction. 

Dnvers  will  pay  the  full  fine  on  any  traffic 
tickets  you  write,  not  a “part-time”  discount. 
The  drunk  dnvers  you  arrest  ate  not  any  less 
arrested  because  you  are  a part-time  pobce 
officer.  When  the  domestic  dispute  calls  are 
dispatched,  you  can't  duck  ’em  because  you 
are  a part-timer. 

You're  going  to  take  every  call  they  shove 
at  you,  regardless  of  your  status.  Today,  you 
are  police  officers  with  all  the  duties  and 
responsibilities  that  come  with  that  honor- 
able dde.  The  dangers  you  face  and  the 
judgment  calls  you  make  will  not  be  lessened 
due  to  your  part-time  status. 

I have  worked  as  a local  municipal  police 
officer,  a federal  speaal  agent  and  a member 
of  the  New  Hampshire  state  parole  board. 
Each  tune  I think  I have  seen  it  all,  I learn 
somethmg  new.  I hope  the  most  important 
lesson  you  take  from  my  remarks  is  this: 
Never  stop  learning  as  a police  officer.  It 
keeps  you  fresh  and  professionally  prepared. 

You  want  to  know  the  hardest  lesson  I 
had  to  learn  as  a uniformed  police  officer? 
Getting  to  know  myself  and  learning  about 


(Brian  Cashman,  C.P.P.,  C.F.E.,  iseurrtnSfya 
senior  mana^r  for  security  and  inm/i^/ions  for 
Comcast  Cable  Communications.  He  has  26 years 
experience  in  local  and  federal  law  enforcement,  and 
invesligalions  and  security  mana^ment,  and  holds  a 
master's  degree  in  criminal justice.  This  article  was 
adapted  from  his  recent  remarks  to  agpaduatjng 
New  Hampshire  Police  Standards  and  Training 
class.) 

Letters 

Guilty  of  Oversimplification 

To  the  Editor: 

A recent  commentary  by  Jack  Riley  and 
Greg  Ridgeway  [LEN.June  2004]  misstated 
the  findings  of  the  Massachusetts  Racial  and 
Gender  Profiling  Report  and  demonstrated  a 
bek  of  understanding  of  the  report  itself 
and  the  open,  cooperative  research  process 
that  produced  it.  From  the  start,  Riley  and 
Ridgeway  frame  our  work  as  a racial  profiling 
study,  providing  the  following  definition: 
“Racial  Profiling  is  frequendy  defined  as  bw 
enforcement  acavmes  — such  as  traffic 
stops,  arrests  and  searches  — that  arc 
iruuated  solely  on  the  basis  of  race,  unless 
police  are  lookmg  for  a specific  suspect.” 

For  the  record,  definitions  of  racial  profiling 
arc  more  often  much  more  complex,  with 
some  believing  that  it  occurs  when  the  police 
consider  race  as  the  sole  variable  and  others 
concluding  that  it  occurs  when  the  police 
consider  race  at  all.  Unfortunately,  these 
complexmes  seem  to  have  eluded  Riley  and 
Ridgeway  in  their  cdtiquc  of  the  Massachu- 
setts study. 

From  the  beginning  of  our  study,  we 
expliady  state  that  our  work  does  not 
measure  individual  officer  bias  or  racial 
profiling  as  it  is  commonly  defined.  Instead, 
the  report  idehnfies  commuiunes  where 
proportionately  more  non-white  dnvers  arc 


stop  learning  as  a police  officer 


my  faults  and  overcoming  them. 

I grew  up  in  a small  at)’  vtnth  one  family 
of  color,  a bbek  family,  in  town.  1 went  to 
college  in  Massachusetts  where  I met  and 
made  friends  with  a few  more  people  of 
color.  I always  considered  myself  a fauly 
liberal  guy  and  “enlightened”  about  racial 
issues  in  our  society.  Me  prejudiced?  No 
way. 

Next  scene  About  one  year  post- 
academy. I am  on  midnights  and  on  patrol 
and  see  a vehicle  clearly  exceeding  the  speed 


limit,  so  I move  in.  The  car  was  traveling  15 
miles  per  hour  over  the  posted  limit  so  I hit 
the  lights.  I get  to  the  driver  and  I see  there 
are  five  black  men  in  the  vehicle. 

I could  feel  my  stress  level  rising,  my 
voice  got  loud  and  I barked  commands  at 
the  driver  and  passengers.  They  complied 
with  every  one  of  my  requests.  I was  trained, 
as  you  have  been,  to  take  command  of  the 
stop,  but  looking  back  honesdy,  I was  over 
the  top  with  my  tactics.  What  crime  had 
these  guys  committed?  Speedmg 

After  the  stop  was  complete  and  the 
vehicle  went  on  its  way,  I recognixed  what  I 
did.  1 had  stopped  them  for  speedmg,  but 
treated  them  like  they  had  just  committed  a 
felony.  Even  though  I did  not  know  their 
race  when  I stopped  the  vehicle,  my  behavior 
and  the  way  I created  these  men  after  the 
stop  was  not  too  far  off  from  the  phrase 


issued  citations  than  would  be  expected 
based  on  the  residential  or  driving  popub- 
aon.  We  state  that  there  arc  numerous 
legitimate  bw  enforcement  practices  that 
might  produce  such  dispannes,  and  that  such 
a report  is  only  a first  step  to  identify  pbces 
where  we  may  want  to  ask  for  questions  or 
get  more  mformaoon  to  better  undersund 
why  disparities  exist. 

This  study  never  set  out  to  be  a “gotcha” 
study,  a study  char  would  draw  a white  line 
signifying  those  departments  that  were  guilty 
compared  to  those  departments  that  were 
not  guilty.  Rather  this  study  sought  to 
idenofy  communities  about  which  further 
questions  should  be  asked,  not  with  the 
mtent  of  fiindmg  a department  guilty  of 
racial  ptofiUng,  but  with  the  aim  of  making 
certam  that  the  police  were  domg  traffic 
policing  in  a fair  and  nondiscnminatory 
manner  and  making  sure  that  the  community 
knew  and  could  observe  this  as  well  While 
we  share  some  of  their  concerns  about 
measurmg  racial  profiling  and  expliatly 
discuss  these  m the  report,  we  believe  that 
our  analysis  provides  more  specific  and 
accurate  informaDon  about  traffic  enforce- 
ment than  any  police  agency  m Nbssacho- 
setts  has  ever  received.  In  addition,  any 
analysis  of  multiple  junsdicDons  (366  in  this 
insunce)  will  not  be  able  to  provide  the  same 


bbeks  use  to  describe  the  extra  attennon 
they  recavc  from  poLce  departments:  guilty 
of  DW'B.  or  “dnving  while  black.” 

It’s  a pretty  embarrassing  story  for  me, 
really.  I share  it  because  you  will  be  working 
m a state  that  has  a popubtion  of  less  than  5 
percent  people  of  color.  It  is  quite  possible 
that  some  of  you  may  never  have  had  a 
friend  who  was  Hispanic,  Asian  or  black 
You  need  to  know  tlus  about  yourself  \'ou 
need  to  know  that  you  may  have  prejudices, 
and  I am  not  here  to  preach  to  you  about 


your  prejudices.  They  arc  yours  and  you  can 
keep  them  if  you  want. 

Just  understand  and  know  that  you  have 
them.  Also,  know  and  understand  that  as 
soon  as  you  put  on  that  badge  and  go  to 
work,  your  personal  prejudices  don’t  count 
for  anything.  When  you  put  on  that  badge, 
you  represent  your  town  and  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire.  The  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire has  no  prejudices  against  anyone’s 
color,  ethnic  background,  gender  or  religion 
Equal  treatment  under  the  bw  is  the  bw  of 
the  land. 

Equal  treatment  begins  by  treating  people 
you  stop  the  same  way,  regardless  of  color, 
gender  or  rebgion  Kind  of  basic,  right? 
Check  yourself  m about  six  or  nine  months 
and  see  if  you  are  executing  on  the  plan  of 
equal  rights  under  the  bw. 

I am  not  implying  that  we  haven't  made 


amount  of  detaded  analysis  as  a single  site 
study. 

Simplisucally  framing  the  debate  on  racial 
profiling  around  methodological  issues 
ignores  the  value  of  traffic  enforcement 
information  in  helping  police  understand 
and  address  the  concerns  of  the  commuruty. 
Recent  survey  data  both  nationally  and 
locally  indicates  that  both  white  and  non- 
white  members  of  the  community  believe 
that  racial  profiling  is  widespread.  Analysis 
of  traffic  information,  although  always 
bmited,  is  cndcal  to  resolving  this  divuivc 
conflict.  'Fhe  Institute  on  Race  and  Justice  at 
Northeastern  Uruvcrsity  continues  to  be 
committed  to  bringing  pobce  and  commu- 
nity together  m construcuve  dialogue. 

Dr.  AMY  FARRELL,  Assocute  Duecior, 
Institute  on  Race  and  Jusucc, 
Northeastern  Uruversity 
Dean  JACK  McDEVITT,  Director, 
InsDtute  on  Race  and  Jusuce 

LISA  BAILEY,  Assistant  Ducctor  of 
Commuruty  Outreach, 
Irutitutc  on  Race  and  Justice 
CARSTEN  ANDERSEN, 
Research  Associate,  Center  for  Cruninal 
Justice  Pobce  Research 

ERICA  PIERCE,  Research  Assocute, 
Center  for  Cnmi/ul  Jusuce  Pobce  Research 


progress  in  this  area  Wc  hiive  But  pobce  are 
human  and  have  huiiun  flaws  If  you  read 
the  paper  or  watch  'IT  with  any  rcgulanty' 
you  know  bw  enforcement's  interactions 
with  people  of  color  ate  an  ongoing  issue  in 
tlus  country  Be  aware  of  it  and  conduct 
yourself  in  the  highest  professional  manner 
you  can  aclueve. 

1 wish  I could  have  that  motor  vehicle 
Slop  back.  I may  well  have  still  issued  the 
atauon,  but  my  demeanor  would  l>c  more 
professional  and  far  less  hostile  It  was 
uncalled  for. 

Next  lesson.  1 worked  as  a civiban  special 
agent  for  the  US  Naval  Criminal  Investiga- 
tive Service.  There  I learned  that  you  must 
flove  what  you  do,  and  lake  pride  in  your 
work  Always  do  the  absolute  best  you  can 
do,  everyday.  If  you  arc  not  ready,  wiUiiig  or 
able  to  make  this  commitment,  my  advice  is 
to  get  out  now.  Your  dunes  are  loo  impot 
tant  to  take  short  cuts 

I worked  a homicide  investigation  into 
the  death  of  a U S.  Navy  sailor.  It  was  a high 
visibibty  case  The  press  and  Navy  brass  and 
even  US.  senators  were  swarming  all  over 
the  investigation.  It  took  90  days  to  locate 
the  body,  when  I knew  the  victim  was  dead 
quickly  after  he  went  missing 

FBI  Btaustics  say  if  you  don'bhavea 
suspect  within  24  hours  of  the  murder,  you 
are  not  going  to  solve  it.  I didn't  have  a Ixxly 
fur  90  days,  so  this  was  on  my  mind  My 
boss  labeled  this  a “career  case.”  It  would 
either  make  my  career  by  solving  it  or  maybe 
break  my  career  by  not  solving  it 

For  the  first  49  days  after  the  body  was 
discovered,  1 worked  without  a single  day 
off  My  wife  finally  called  a time  out  to  point 
out  that  I had  worked  for  seven  straight 
weeks  with  no  days  off.  I had  to  think  about 
that,  since  it  never  occurred  to  me.  So  I 
stayed  home  that  day. 

After  an  hour  or  so,  drinking  a second 
cup  of  coffee  with  this  stranger  I knew  once 
to  l>e  my  beautiful  wife,  I leaned  over  to  her 
and  fold  her  I understood  her  concerns,  and 
I missed  her  too  But  in  thinking  over  what 
she  had  said,  I told  her  I would  not  have 
changed  a minute  of  it  1 svas  doing  what  I 
loved,  and  that  sailor  and  his  family  needed 
me  This  murder  was  not  going  to  get  solved 
on  a Monday  through  Fnday  schedule. 

After  we  got  a confession  from  the 
murderer  and  he  was  found  guilty,  I received 
all  kinds  of  interrul  accoUdes  and  letters  of 
commendauon  from  NCIS  and  Navy 
command  VtTuf  I did  not  know  was  that 
while  the  investigation  was  underway,  and  it 
was  determined  to  be  a homicide,  my  boss 
was  told  to  take  me  off  the  case  iiecausc  I 

was  too  new  and  too  young  to  handle  It  ITie 

bosses,  locally,  regionally  and  at  HQ  in 

Continued  on  Page  11 


Note  to  Readers: 

The  opinions  exprened  on  the  Forum  pagf  art 
those  of  the  contnbutingwn/er  or  cartoonist,  or 
of  the  ongna!  lourre  newspaper,  and  do  not  rep- 
resent an  official possUon  of  Ixiw  Enforcement 
Newt. 

Readers  are  minted  to  voice  thetr  optmons  on  topi- 
cal issues,  m the  form  of  letters  or  full-length  com- 
mentaries. Please  send  all  materials  to  the  editor. 


"The  hardest  lesson  I had  to  learn  as  a police 
officer?  Getting  to  know  myself  and  learning 
about  my  faults  and  overcoming  them." 
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FCC  clears 
the  air  for 
public  safety 

Continued  from  Page  I 
consultant  for  PSComm  lAXl.  a strategic 
planning  and  marketing  firm  that  speculi/es 
in  public  safety  communication  In  an 
interview  with  I-aw  linforccmcnt  News, 
Sines  noted  “It  is  a consensus,  it's  not 
something  that  was  come  up  with  by  Ncxtel 
and  forced  down  our  throats.  Wc  in  public 
safety  have  agreed  with  it  we’re  pretty 
happy  with  it  " 

A remaining  point  of  contention, 
however,  is  whether  the  funds  licing 
provided  by  Nextcl  will  cover  the  costs  of 
relocating  first  responders  to  a different 
swath  of  the  airwaves. 

‘The  |2.S  liillion  letter  of  credit  from 
Nextcl  pales  in  comparison  to  the  five  to  10 
billion  that  would  be  raised  from  a IcgiUmaie 
auction"  of  this  spectrum  given  to  Nextcl, 
said  (ienc  Snip,  coordinator  of  the  Fust 
Response  Coalition,  a group  that  includes 
the  National  HLick  Police  Officers  and  New 
York  City's  Metropolitan  Fire  Association, 
which  has  called  on  Congress  to  overrule  the 
F'CC's  decision 

That  money  could  be  earmarked  to  solve 
the  nation’s  interoperability  problem,  he  said 
in  a prepared  statement 

“ib  anyone  who  understands  how  thinly 
sitciched  the  budgets  of  fire,  pobcc  and 
other  emergency  responders  arc  today,”  said 
Snip,  “this  'plan'  is  an  extremely  poor  action 
that  failed  the  public." 

Rethinking 

wiretap 

capability 

Internet-based  phone  and  broadband 
services  may  be  put  under  the  same 
' restrictions  that  require  telecommunica- 
tions earners  to  make  their  lines 
wiretap-fncndly  to  law  enforcement, 
under  a rule  that  the  I^dcral  Communi- 
cations  Commission  plans  to  propose. 

Cable’s  broadband  offerings  were 
deemed  “informauon  services’’  by  the 
agency  m 2002  and  thus  exempt  from 
the  Commujucations  Assistance  for 
Law  Enforcement  Act  (CALBA),  which 
regulates  iradidona!  phone  networks. 

Analysts  and  government  officials 
told  USA  Today  Uiat  such  a label  could 
lead  to  further  rulings  by  the  FCC 
exempting  cable  and  phone  companies 
from  requirements  that  would  oblige 
them  to  open  their  broadband  networks 
to  nvaU  such  as  Eatthbnk  and  AOL. 

The  latest  move  by  the  cocnirussion  was 
designed  to  quell  fears  held  by  justice 
Department  officials  that  FCC  plans  to 
deregulate  broadband  would  hinder  the 
FBI's  ability  to  monitor  calls  made  by 
ciunmals  and  terrorists  using  broadband 
lines  via  Internet-based  phone  serNnees. 

The  National  Cable  and  Telecommu- 
nications Associadoo,  which  represents 
cable  operators,  said  it  had  no  objec- 
dons  to  being  placed  under  CAI.F.a 
requirements,  In  exchange,  the  FCC 
wants  thejusdee  Department’s  solicitor 
general  to  seek  a Supreme  Court  review 
of  an  appellate  ruling  that  struck  down 
the  informadon- services  designadon. 


DoJ  looks  to  have  an  impact  in  15  cities 
with  focus  on  worst  violent  offenders 


lliose  aties  where  enme  has  not  fallen  as 
precipitously  as  in  other  junsdictions  got  a 
little  extra  attention  from  the  justice 
Department  thu  summer  in  the  form  of 
"Impact  Tcanu”  — groups  of  federal  agents 
that  will  focus  on  nabbing  and  prosecuting 
the  worst  violent  offenders 

'ITic  initiative,  called  Violent  Cnmc 
Impact  Teams  (VCI'O,  u based  largely  on 
the  government’s  Project  Safe  Ncighbor- 
hcxids  program,  said  Michael  Kulstad.  a 
spokesman  for  the  justice  Department.  The 
program,  launched  in  2001,  provided  1533 
million  that  year  to  all  94  judicial  districts, 
funding  113  new  federal  prosecutors  and  600 
stale  and  local  prosecutors  to  work  with 
pobce  agencies  and  cummumty  groups  on 
gun-related  cases.  [See  LHN,  Oct.  15/31, 
2003.) 

In  Fiscal  Year  2003,  the  justice  Depart- 
ment filed  more  than  10,500  federal  firearms 
cases  under  Projeer  Safe  Neighborhoods 
Fucarms  prosecutions  handled  through  the 
program  increased  by  68  percent  in  the  past 
three  years. 

impact  teams  were  dispatched  to  15  cities 
m May  and  June:  Albuquerque,  N.M.; 
Baltimore,  Chattanooga, Tcnn,;Tampa,  Fla.; 
Miami,  Richmond,  Va,, Greensboro,  N.C.; 
Tulsa,  ( )kla.,  Pittsburgh;  Las  Vegas;  Colum- 
bus, Oluo,  Philadelphia,  Ixis  Angeles, 

Tucson.  Anx..  and  the  Washingon,  D.C.- 
Northern  Mrginia  region 

“Every  city  has  'those  guys,’  those  guys 
that  everyone  in  the  community  knows 
about  and  most  likely  the  cops  know  who 
(hey  are,  too,’’  Kulstad  said  m an  interview 
with  Law  Enforcement  News,  “Most  of 
those  people  are  known  to  the  criirunal 
jusucc  system  . That’s  out  goal,  to  go  and 


"What  we  try  to  do  is 
literally  make  life 
miserable  for  them." 

— Maj.  Mark  McCrory, 
Tulsa,  Okla. 

get  them.” 

Accordmg  to  the  jusocc  Department,  the 
ernes  were  chosen  on  the  basis  of  such 
factors  as  number  of  recent  homicides, 
violent  cnmc  numbers,  and  the  oppormruty 
for  law  enforcement  to  make  a significant 
difference  in  the  commuruty.  In  those 
junsdicdons  where  come  has  decreased,  the 
objective  of  the  teams  will  be  to  continue 
and  strengthen  that  trend,  said  Doj  officials. 
Where  crime  has  mcrcascd,  federal  agents 
will  work  to  reduce  chose  numbers. 

Each  team  consists  of  members  of  the 
Bureau  of  Alcohol,  Tobacco,  Firearms  and 
Explosives;  the  Drug  Enforcement  Admixus- 
traaon,  and  the  U.S.  Marshals  Service.  They 
Nvill  be  assigned  to  the  cities  for  six  months. 

A federal  prosecutor  will  accompany  each 
team  to  handle  the  prosecutions  of  those 
arrested. 

In  Tulsa,  an  ATF  agent  was  assigned  m 
May  to  Maj.  Mark  MeCtory’s  selective 
enforcement  urut,  a squad  that  uses  a 
directed  patrol  effort  to  hit  cnmc  hot  spots. 
TTic  unit  has  been  going  after  active  gang 
members  and  their  associates  since  April  1 . 

“The  vast  majonry  arc  responsible  for  the 
violence  wa  had  last  year  and  the  spring  of 
this  year.”  McCrory  told  LEN,  “What  wc  try 
to  do  is  bteraUy  make  life  miserable  for  them. 


We  try  to  get  them  oo  any  kind  of  cnmmal 
case  wc  possibly  can.  What  we  find  is. . .a  lot 
of  times  it’s  easier  to  get  them  on  a dope 
case  than  a shoonng  case  where  there  are 
wimesses.  Our  effort  is  narcoQcs  and  guns 
and  so  fat  we’ve  been  putting  up  unbeliev- 
able numbers  in  that.” 

While  McCrory  praised  the  Impact  Team 
program  for  strengtherung  the  pobce 
department’s  numbers  and  expanding  its 
resources  in  ways  only  the  federal  govern- 
ment can  accompbsh,  he  stressed  that  the 
work  has  not  changed. 

“One  thing  I think  is  a misconception  is 
chat  this  is  not  salvation,  these  guys  are  here 
to  help  us,”  McCrory  said.  ‘They're  not  there 
to  fix  our  problems  that  we  might  havc.^or 
have  such  an  impact  that  all  of  a sudden 
•thmgs  are  different  because  they’re  here. 
We’re  doing  the  exact  same  thing  prior  to 
them  bemg  here.” 

In  Albuquerque,  violent  enme  has  been 
reduced  by  60  percent  torn  its  highest  level 
in  1992,  U.S.  Attorney  David  Iglesias  told 
The  Associated  Press.  ‘There  is  one  cancer, 
however,  that  Albuquerque  has  and  that’s 
homiadc  using  firearms ....  This  cancer  is 
treatable." 

A VCIT  team  was  dispatched  to  the  city 
m May.  Last  year,  Albuquerque’s  violent 
crime  rate  was  more  than  twice  the  national 
average,  or  983.6  per  100,000  population, 
compared  to  479,3  per  100,000  nationally.  Its 
homicide  rate  was  also  nearly  double  the 
naoonal  average,  as  wcU  — 10.9  per  100,000 
compared  to  5.7. 

Referring  to  the  strides  made  by  Albu- 
querque in  recent  years,  Pubbe  Safety 
Director  Nick  Bakas  told  The  AP  that  while 
the  numbers  arc  good,  “they  can  be  better.” 


Getting  away  with  murder  is  easy  — 
and  a source  of  concern  — in  Richmond 


Continued  from  Page  1 
acquitted  in  other  jumdtcuuns.  Richmond 
also  had  a lower  convicQon  rate  — 62 
percent  as  compared  to  66  percent. 

"I  spent  90  percent  of  the  time  doing  not 
legal  work  but  trying  to  empower  witnesses 
into  doing  the  nght  thing,"  Claire  Cardwell,  a 
former  deputy  commonwealth's  attorney 
who  IS  now  in  pnvate  practice,  told  The 
Timcs-Dispatch.  “It  takes  more  people 
cxpcnence  than  legal  cxpcncncc  to  prosecute 
homicides  m Richmond.  A lot  of  that  is  just 
hard  work  and  detcrminanon." 

l^at  of  rctabanon  is  reaL  said  defense 
attorney  Craig  Cooley,  whose  cbents  have 
included  Beltway  sniper  Lee  Boyd  Matvo 
“VCe’rc  not  the  ones  who  have  to  walk  to 
the  corner  and  send  your  kids  to  school  and 
not  know  if  someone's  going  to  retabate,"  he 
told  The  Times-Dispatch- 

Prosecutors,  pobce  and  other  offiaals 
agree  that  most  slayings  happicn  at  night, 
with  victuns  and  perpetrators  coming  from 
the  same  broken  famibes  and  underpnvi- 
Icgcd  communities. 

“These  aren't  ‘Murder,  She  XX’rote’  cases," 
said  Commonwealth’s  Attorney  David  M. 
Hicks.  'This  is  street  enme.” 

TTie  TOSt  majont)'  of  killers  — and 
^nctlms  — already  have  cnmmal  records. 

Said  Learned  D Barry,  deput)’  common- 
wealth’s attorney;  “VC’c’vc  got  people  — 
they’re  your  eyewimess  now.  Two  weeks  later. 


they’re  a suspect.  Two  weeks  after  that, 
they’re  a victim.’’ 

Richmond  is  one  of  15  ernes  to  which 
teams  of  federal  agents  are  bemg  dispatched 
to  help  deal  with  violent  crime.  (See  related 
article,  this  page.)  The  "Impact  Teams”  wiU 
be  composed  of  members  of  the  Bureau  of 
Alcohol,  Tobacco^  Firearms  and  Explosives; 
U.S.  Marshals  Service,  and  the  Drug  En- 
forcement Administration,  Each  team  will  be 
assigned  for  $u  months,  with  a federal 
prosecutor  handlmg  the  cases  of  those 
charged. 

Yet  despite  all  this,  there  has  been 
improvement,  some  contend. 

“The  pobcc  axe  gertmg  far  more  aggres- 
sive.” said  Barr)'-  “And  we're  getting  a bttlc 
bit  better.  We’re  domg  things  here  at  the 
courthouse  a bttle  bit  better.” 

One  of  the  nagging  problems  has  been 
the  toss  of  seasoned  mvesogators.  V^'hile 
there  are  soli  talented  invcstigatois  in 
Richmond,  the  department  has  lost  much  of 
Its  msQtuQonal  knowledge  with  the  loss  of  a 
number  of  top  deteco%*es  v.^o  have  retired 
or  mo\*ed  on  to  other  agenacs,  said  G. 
Manob  Loupassi,  the  chairman  of  the  Oty 
Council’s  Pubbe  Safety  Committee, 

"1  can  name  detective  after  detective” 
who  has  left,  he  told  The  Times-Dispatch. 

A bngenng  nft  between  pros^tors  and 
pobce  has  also  not  helped. 

Said  LoupassL  “I  don’t  know  how  vi-e’re 


going  to  resolve  the  commonwealth’s 
attorncy-pobce  chief  issue.  I pub  my  hair  out 
over  It.  Thmgs  have  been  said  and  done.  1 
don’t  know  how  you  get  past  it.” 

While  Chief  Andre  Parker  deebned  to 
comment  on  the  issue  for  The  Times- 
Dispatch,  he  did  say  that  his  department  and 
the  commonwealth’s  attorney’s  office  work 
together  on  cverythmg  from  traffic  tickets  to 
murders.  “I  don’t  think  there’s  a lack  of 
effort  or  desire  on  their  part,”  he  said. 

There  has  been  marked  improvement  in 
the  capabibncs  of  the  department's  detec- 
tives, Parker  said. 

A widely  seen  turnmg  pomt  was  the 
appointment  last  year  of  Lt.  john  \'enud  as 
head  of  the  violent-cnmcs  squad.  VenuQ  is 
“top  shelf,"  said  Loupassi. 

Parker  also  plans  to  return  officers  to 
neighborhood  bears  as  a tool  for  developing 
a more  sobd  relationship  with  community 
members  and,  hopefully,  more  cooperation 
from  them  m criminal  cases. 

The  commonwealth’s  attorney’s  office  has 
also  made  changes,  said  Barry.  Efforts  to 
coordinate  with  federal  prosecutors  and 
DEA  agents,  as  weU  as  mulDjunsdictional 
grand  junes  and  increased  funds  to  protect 
wimesses,  have  aU  had  an  impact,  he  said. 

“I’m  gening  more  experienced  person- 
ncL”  Barry  added.  "Tliey  were  babies  two 
years  aga  Now  diey’xT  had  cxpcnence  with 
some  of  the  toughest  cases  around.” 
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Upcoming  Events 


1 


OCTOBER 

4-8.  Ctimina]  Inielligencc  Analyiij  Training. 
Pfwemcd  by  The  Alpha  Group  Center  for  Cnmc  & 
Intelligence  Analysis  Training  St  Paul,  Minn.  S52S 

4- 8.  Criniizul  Investigative  Anatyaia  (Criminal 
Profiling).  Presentedby  The  Alpha  Group  Center  for 
Cnmc  & Intelligence  Analysis  Trairung  Palatka,  Ha. 
$525 

5- 6.  Tactical  Edge  Scminac  Presented  by  Calibre 
Press  Grand  Rapids  Mich. 

7.  Managing  Generation  X,  Y & the  Boom. 
Presented  the  Intcmaaonal  Associaiiun  of  Chiefs  of 
Pobcc.  Oshawa,  Oni. 

11- 13.  WMD  & thclntcUigeoce  Function. Presented 
by  the  S2  InsQtutc.  Tampa,  Fla- 

12- 13.  Tactical  Edge  Seminar.  Presented  by  Calibre 
Press  Miami  Beadi,  Fla. 

12-13.  Tactical  Edge  Seminas  Presented  by  Calibre 
Press  Panama  City.  Fla. 

14-15.  CABO/WMDfor  First  Responders.  Presented 
by  the  S2  Instituta  Tampa,  Fla 

17- 23.  Providing  Executive  Protection.  Presented  by 
the  Executive  Protecoon  Institute.  Winchester,  Va. 
$3,190. 

18- 19.  Assessing  Terrorism-Related  Risk.  Presented 
by  the  S2  Insaruie.  Clearwater,  Fla. 

18- 22.  Crimiiul  Intelligence  Analysis  Training. 
Presented  by  The  Alpha  Group  Center  for  Crime  & 
Intelligence  AnalysisTrainihg  Ixmgmonc,  Colo.  $525. 

19- 20.  Tactical  Edge  Seminat  Presented  by  Cabbre 
Press  Oklahoma  City. 

19- 21.  Tactical  Edge  SeminaL  Presented  by  Cabbre 
Press  St.  I.X1UIS 

20- 21.  Body  Language  & Interviewing.  Presented  by 
I luichinson  l.aw  EnforcemeniTraining  Berbn,  Conn. 


$250. 

20-22.  International  Ethics  Confeicncc.  Presented 
by  the  Instmitc  for  I.aw  Hnforccmeiu  Adminittiaiwa 
Plano,  Texas  $139. 

2^27.  Protectors  Pistol Dcfeiue.  Presentedby  the 
Executive  Pruiecuun  Inxmuie.  BcrryMlIc,  Va.  $990 

NOVEMBER 

1.  SWAT  Supervision  & Management.  Presentedby 
the  tnicmational  Assooaaon  of  Chiefs  of  l\ilice. 
Knoxville.  Tenn. 

1.  Mentoring  for  the  Retention  of  PubUc  Safety 
Personnel  Presented  by  the  InicmaDonal  AssociSDon 
of  Chiefs  of  PbUcc.  Alien,  Texas 

1-5.  Crime  Analysis  Training.  Presented  by  The  Alpha 
Group  Center  for  Cnmc  & Inielligenee  Analysis 
I'nuning  Dallas  $525. 

1- 5.  Criminal  Investigative  Analysis  (Criminal 
Profiling).  Presented  by  The  Alpha  Group  Onicr  for 
Crime  & Intelligence  AnalysisTtairung  Columbus 
Ohio  $525. 

2.  Multi-Agency  Incident  Man^mem  for  Law 
Enforccfflcni.  Presented  by  the  Inicmaiional 
Assodacion  of  Chiefs  of  Pobcc-  Dundalk,  Md. 

2.  Advsinced  Tactical  Management  for  Command- 
ers Sc  Supervisors.  Presentedby  the  Intcmaiional 
Association  of  Chiefs  of  Pobcc.  Chesterfield,  Va. 

2- 3.  Tactical  Edge  Seminas  Presented  by  Cabbre 
Press  Ixing  Island,  N.Y. 

3- 4.  Interview  Sc  Interrogation  Methods.  Presented 
by  Hutchinson  Ijw  Enforcement  Training  Weymouth, 
Mass  $250. 

3-4.  Tactical  Edge  Seminas  Presented  by  Cabbre 
Press  Orlandi^  Ha. 

4.  Ethical  Standards  in  Police  Service.  Presented  by 


Forum:  Never  stop 
learning  as  a cop 


Continued  from  Page  9 
Washington,  wanted  a more  senior  agent  to 
take  this  high-visibdity  case.  My  boss 
declined  to  take  me  off,  telling  the  higher- 
ups  that  “when  the  kid  makes  a mistake,  I 
will  re-assign  the  ease,  but  he  hasn’t  made 
any  mistakes  and  he  is  doing  as  well  as 
anyone  else  and  he’s  hungry.”  1 am  forever 
grateful  for  his  faith  and  confidence  in  me. 

1 never  knew  he  was  getting  this  pressure 
until  after  the  case  was  resolved  and  the 
letters  of  commendation  started  coming  in.  I 
went  to  him  and  said,  “Gee  Bob,  you’d  think 
we  had  never  solved  a murder  before.”  He 
then  told  me  they  were  so  pleased  because 
they  kept  on  thinking  I was  going  to  blow 
the  ease,  and  when  I didn’t,  they  were  that 
much  more  grateful.  I loved  what  I was 
doing  and  I took  pnde  in  making  sure  this 
case  got  resolved,  even  if  it  meant  time  away 
from  home  for  awhile. 

You  folks  have  had  a taste  of  time  away 
ficom  home  over  the  last  few  weeks  so  you 
understand  the  pressures  it  can  bring  to  your 
families. 

Last  lesson;  I served  for  over  two  years 
on  the  N.H.  Adult  Parole  Board.  The  lesson 
I learned  there  is  that  fortune  favors  the 
prepared.  We  used  to  see  about  25  to  30 
candidates  for  parole  at  each  session.  One 
week  before  a session,  the  parole  office 
would  mail  the  case  files  to  our  homes  so 
that  board  members  could  read  them  over 
and  think  about  them  prior  to  the  hearings. 

In  the  N.H.  Corrections  Department,  if 
the  inmate  has  met  the  minimum  sentencing 
requirements  set  by  the  court  and  done  what 
has  been  requested  inside  the  walls  by  OOC, 
It  is  anticipated  that  parole  will  be  granted. 

About  two  years  ago,  we  heard  a petition 
for  parole  from  an  inmate  convicted  on 


multiple  counts  of  sexual  assault  against 
minors.  The  three  sitting  members  of  the 
board  each  had  their  opportunity  to  ask  the 
inmate  questions  relevant  to  his  parole 
status. 

The  last  parole  board  member  to  ask 
questions  displayed  stunning  insight  with  her 
preparaQon.  Remember:  the  inmate  was  a 
convicted  pedophile. 

She  asked  him  how  the  assault  on  his  own 
nephew  affected  the  victim.  There  was  a 
long  pause.  The  irunatc  answered,  “He 
committed  suicide.” 

She  then  asked  him  how  many  victims  in 
total  he  assaulted.  He  tried  to  give  an 
inmate's  response  that  he  was  convicted  on 
three  counts,  but  she  stopped  him  and  said 
that  IS  not  what  she  asked.  She  restated  the 
question.  The  inmate  paused  and  answered. 
“About  100.”  1 audibly  caught  my  breath. 

Parole  was  not  granted  — on  a technical- 
ity — but  in  our  judgment  this  person 
presented  an  ongoing  threat  to  public  safety. 
The  information  that  we  got  from  the 
answers  to  the  other  board  member's  two 
questions  were  not  contained  in  any  paper 
files  we  reviewed.  She  was  prepared  and  we 
were  lucky  because  of  her  preparation. 

Be  prepared  for  your  assignments. 
Sometimes  you  will  be  rewarded  with  luck. 

What  you  are  now  engaged  in  is  nothing 
less  than  noble  work.  Surely  you  can't  be 
doing  it  for  the  moneyl  You  are  motivated 
because  you  want  to  make  a difference,  give 
something  back  to  the  community  and  help 
bad  situations  get  better.  Know  yourself,  take 
pnde  in  your  work  and  love  what  you  da 
And  remember  that  luck  favors  the  prepared. 
And  as  the  sergeant  on  the  show  “Hill 
Street  Blues”  used  to  say,  “You  be  careful 
out  there.” 


the  Inicrnaixitul  Auodaoon  of  (3uefs  of  l\>licc. 
Ourlnttc.KC 

4.  Murajpng  ibe  Training  Llnil.  PivKntcd  by  the 
Inicmaoon^  Atrocuoon  of  Chief*  of  I\>bcr  l.ahiycitt, 
(k>b. 

7-9.  Principle*  of  Protecth'c  Service*  & Detail 
Operation*.  Prciented  by  the  S2  Irutiluie.  Clearvraicr, 
lU 

8.  Excellence  in  the  FTO  Program,  Prc»cmnlby  the 
Imcmaaonal  Axmciaiion  of  Chief*  of  l\>licc  Kan*** 
Cuy,  Ma 


M2.  Crime  An*ly*i*  Traiuin|^  Ptc«cmnJ  by  Ihc 
AlphiGmupCcnicr  huCjime  A intelligence  Anatysu 
Tnuning  llamiltun,  Ohio  $525 

M2.  Ethica:  Train  the  Trainer.  Ptetemedby  the 
Injucuie  for  Law  Enforcement  AilminiMraiion  San 
Rematdintx  (Ulif  $545 

9-10.  Tactical  Edge  Seminar.  Pte*entedby  (jibbre 
Pm*  Ijiile  Rock,  Aik. 

9-10.  Tactical  Edge  Seminat.  Ptetented  by  Cabbie 
Ptcaa  Brunawick.  Maine 


For  further  information: 

Addresses  & pboae/ftx  aumbers  for  orgdoujiions  bsled  in  entendtr  of  eirnts. 


Alpha  Group  Center  for  Crime  Sc  Intelligence 
Aiulyaia  Training,  P.O  Box  8,  Momckit.  (JV9176.V 
(909)  989-1366  Fax:  (909)  476-8271,  l-mail: 
cnmccruthlgjaol  com.  Web:  www.alphagruup 
center  com. 

Calibre  Pre**,  (800)  3234)037  Sf/ch:  wwwcabbrc 
pmacom. 

Executive  Prolcction  Inatiluic,  Highlander  Ixidge, 
P.Q  Box  802,  Bcfryville,  VA  2261 1 -0802  (540)  554- 
2540.  Fax:  (540)  554-2558.  Weh. 
wwwpcrsonalprotccCHin.com. 

Hutchinson  Low  Enforcement  Training  LLC,  RQ 
Box  31  to.  Windsor  Didi*.  CT  06096.  (800)  627-5480 
Iw:  (860)  627-5609.  Email:  dhuich1et@aol  com  Vttb; 
www.hulchinsonlct  com. 

loatirulc  for  Law  Enforcement  Adminiiiration, 


5201  Democracy  Dfree,  Plam\  TX  75024,  (972)  244 
3430.1-ax  (972)244-3411  l-mail  ILKAiacailaworg 

International  Aiaociation  of  Chief*  of  Police,  (81N)) 
843-4227,  CXI  221  Email  mackcya(<i]lliciaip(i(g  VtVb. 
www.lhcucpoig 

Inveatigaiura  Drug  SchookPQ  Box  1739.  Idri 
Uudenlalc,  l■•|.  33302  Phonc/fiu  (954)  753-‘>493 

National  Ccnierfor  Pitxecution  of  Child  Abuse, 99 
(jinal  (kntcf  Plaaa,  .Suite  510,  Alexandria.  VA  22314, 
(703)  549-4253.  W:b.  wwwndaa-apn  org 

National  Inaiiiuic  of  Justice,  c/o  Iniliiuic  for  l.aw  A 
Juiticc,  (703)  6H4-530U,  Fax:  (703)  739-5533  E'.mail 
ni)pci(^l|  org 

S2  Inatituie,  1261  South  Missouti  Avenue,  CIcaiwnler, 
FI.  33756  (727)461  0066  Fa*  (727)  449-1269 
www.i2niuiulc  com. 
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To  do  a tough  Job  In  changing  times,  you  need  timely,  com- 
prehensive, straightforward  information.  For  the  latest  trends 
and  ideas,  turn  to  Law  Enforcement  News.  Fifteen  times 
a year,  we’ll  put  you  In  touch  with  the  thinking  of  those  who 
are  shaping  law  enforcement  policy  and  practice. 

YESI  I’m  ready  for  the  professional  advantage  of  Law 
Enforcement  News.  Enter  my  one-year  subscription  and 
bill  me  just  $28.00.  (Return  to  LEN,  555  W.  57th  Street,  New 
York,  NY  10019.  Phone:212-237-8442.  Fax:212-237-8486.) 
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What  They 
Are  Saying: 


“It*s  like  the  arms  race.  First  police  came  up  with  radar,  then  there  were  radar  detectors.  Then 
police  came  out  with  lasers,  and  companies  came  up  with  laser  detectors.” 

— htU Johnson,  txteulitt  dtrtcfor  of  the  National Assoaatton  of  Polia  Organizatsons. 

on  the  cat-and-mouse  of  speeding  enforcement.  (Story,  Page  S.) 


